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PREFACE. 



THE pablisher has been induced to offer 
this work to the public, in consequence of much 
solicitation : he also viewing the subject as be- 
ing; in its own nature the most interesting, and 
calculated for extensive usefulness : taking into 
consideration the probability of its Billing into 
the hands of some, where &ncy might lead to a 
perusal of the work, and thereby some be re- 
claimed from error. The publisher would be 
much pleiised if he was certain of the author ; 
but that being not easily obtained, it is hoped 
the public will not neglect so excellent a work 
in consequence of not knowing the author, 
which is not of so much importance, as the mcf 
rit of the work. The principle he wishes to en- 
courage, is enquiiy and examination for our 
own safety, to find the truth of assertions, keep- 
ing in \iew that evidence that leads to establish 
facts. If so, we may receive with pleasure and 
profit, the contents of this work, that has so 
loii!" been in obscurity, but is now revi\cd^ 1 
tru^t; to the joy and comJoW ol x£\a\v} . 



A LETTER OF 

RECOMMENDATION 

TO THE EDITOR. 

DEAB SIR, 

AS the tudden and permanent change nhich U wme* 
time* affected in men, by the grace of€rod% in reading 
naell authenticated tracte^ tohieh tend to free the mind 
Jrom infidelity, and ruste in pioue mindsf sentiments 
of love and gratitude^ to the giver of every good and 
perfect gift, for so great a salvation. I am induced 
under these considerations, to present you a Book en* 
titled << the Atheist Confuted, together vtith an essay on 
Eternity.*' J have perused the vtttri mith singular plea* 
sure, and hesitate not to say, that i$ is in my opinion, 
at least an invaluable compilation, and cannot but 
hope that a book, vohose contents do such credit to the 
titles if offered for a re-publication, foill meet a gene- 
rous patronage. After having remi the work, and im,* 
partially examined and weighed the arguments brought 
forward on both tides of the question, I can %fith the 
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strictest propriety pronounce it, one of the best prouf:d'^ 
(ions of human eloquence and argumentation^ that / 
/lave ever read, and noortJiy the attention of every in* 
telligent ptr*on / being calculated fin my humble opi- 
nion J $0 establish the authenticity of Divine Revela- 
tion, arid to justify the viays of God with man. 

Being persuaded this vjori it scarce, J am. compel' 
led to solicit your undertaking it, expecting you vcill 
tm.br ace the earliest opportunity of diffusing knowledge 
of the greatest itnportance. Should the patronage equal 
my wishes, you will have no reason to regret your print' 
Jrn^," the Atheist Confuted, with an Essay on Eternity^ 
and the Duty of man. ^ 
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/ am with respect Sir, 

your humble Servant, 



*Jl 



THE 



ATHEIST CONFUTED. 



IF thou affirmest there is no God, 
tell me what it is that supports this 
mighty fabric of the Universe, where 
thou livest, movest, and hast thy be- 
ing? shew me the reason of the ebbing 
and flowing of the vast ocean, or what 
it is that keeps its boisterous waves 
within their due bounds? let me know 
why the moon should have a greater 
influence on the waters, and human 
bodies, than that glorious luminary, 
which shines by day, or those millions 
of stars that appear by night ? tell me 
who it was that created the first man, 
or by whose power he came to breath; 
if thou sayest he sprung; out c^i \\v^ 

earth by nature, why doe.^ xvox %5^'^^ 
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nature produce more of the same kind, 
without the mutual correspondence of 
diflFerent sexes ? Otherwise, bring me 
but one solid argument to prove, that 
it is nature and nothing else,^which 
makes such a visible distinction in eve- 
ry face, though we are all apparently 
made of the same shape and form. Was 
it nature that prompted Baynam the 
martyr, when he declared at the stake 
to the multitude of spectators, " That 
he felt no more pain in the flames than 
in a bed of down," nay, added he "it is 
as sweet to me as a bed of roses ?" Was 
it nature that excited bishop Ferrer to 
tell the people, before he went to the 
place of execution to this effect, " If I 
stir in the fire, believe not my Doc- 
trine," and accordingly he remained 
fixed and immoved in the midst of aU 
his tortures. 

Now I peremptorily challenge thee, 
O daring Athdst, to bring me one sin- 
gle instance, that an unbeliever did at 
zny time convince the world by a mir- 



ade, tliat tliwc is no God? Nay, thou 
irt altogether ignorant of the produc- 
tions of natural causes. Can*st thou 
make it appear, by what means the 
soul is infusedinto a human body, how 
it exercises its several faculties in those 
secret recesses, or how it operates on 
the animal spirit? Nay, can'st thou 
give an account of the vegetation of 
plants, or show how the grass grows 
under thy feet ? But ferther, if there 
be no such supreme and omnipotent 
being, how comes it to pass, that the 
most part, if not all those of your pro- 
fession, are in so great a consternation, 
when they come within the prospect 
of eternity ? Are you wiser than all 
the rest of mankind in the time of 
your health, and such fools when ye 
come to dye, as to discover so many 
, signs of fear, horror and amazement? 
One of the greatest proficient m that 
sort of mad learning, could not forbear 
owning at last, " that when reason was 

against a man, then a man wWV Vi^ '^ 
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gainst reason:'* anotlier classic author" 
in the school of Atheism, when he lay 
on his death bed, cryed out for a light 
and a guard to watch with him, lest 
the devil should tear him to pieces : 
another eminent Athiest being just 
ready to expire, one asked him what 

*. he now thought of God ? Whereupon 
. he replyed, " I am altogether in the 
dark ;'*and it is also reported, that Hob- 
bes, tl^t famous Leviathan of Malmes- 
bury, drawing near his end, let fall the 
like expression, saying, *' now I am a- 
bout to fetch a leap in the dark." 

Besides these persons, I could name 
the earls of Rochester and Pembroke 
with many others, who before their 
death, where filled with^ amazement at 
the thoughts of their infidelity and un- 

"i accountable course of life ; but I shall 
forbear, and proceed to what I chiefly 
desig#to treat of on this important 
subject. I had the happiness to be ac- 
quainted with a person of admirable 
indowments, whose great misfortune 
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it was to be tainted with Atheistical 
principles, which occasioned many dis- 
pur.e^ between us ; so that I think my- 
self obliged in several respects, to give 
the reader an account of the principal 
arguments that were produced on 
those occasions : he asked me, " what I 
meant by owning a God?" I answered, 
** it was one main article of the chris- 
tian faith, and that if he pleased I would 
tell him more particubrly, what God 
was. ** What,'* said he, " are you wiser 
than Simonides, who being asked by 
Hero, king of Sicily, who God was? he 
demanded a whole day to consider ot 
it ; which being expired, he desired two 
davs more, to take the matter into far- 
ther consideration: after the expiration 
of which, he still requested three other 
days, and at last had no other answer 
to return to the king, but this, " 'I'he 
:nore he mused upon it, the more lie 
miirht ; for the farther he busied him- 
:elf in i-^archinf]^ into this matter, ;he 
i^rther he still was from ilwdvcvg^ Vv. 
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out :" Again Plato argued in like man- 
ner concerning the Deity, sayings 
« What God is, I know not I'* « No 
doubt," urged my friend, " but these 
men were more refined in their opi- 
nions, had better- experience in the 
knowledge of a God, than you can 
pretend to.** 

My reply to the gentleman, was to 
this effect, " That the citing of those 
two authors would avail him nothing, 
and that he took them both in the 
wrong sense j for they never disown- 
ed the being of a supreme power, but 
acknowledged, they were not capable 
of comprehending or defining what 
God was, much^less of representing 
him to the eye of human reason;'* 
^' for,'* says Plato " What he is not, 
that I know :** but my design is, to 
show what God is : then I affirm him 
to be a spirit infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable in his essence, wisdom,' 
power, holiness, justice, and truth: 
nevertheless this great God^ that I am 
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now discoursing of, condescends so 
far as to take cognizance of all the ac- 
tions of the human creatures, and has 
revealed his mind to mankind ; he is 
a glorious God full of perfection and 
blessedness ; he is all-sumdent in him- 
self, without any measure, bounds, or 
limits : he fills heaven and earth with 
his power and majesty : he is a God, 
that is present at all times, and in all 
places : he was from all eternity, is 
now, and ever shall be world \dthout 
end : he is without any manner of di- 
minution or alteration, never chang- 
ing his wiU, although he can alter his 
work without the change of his pur- 
pose : he is all eye to see, and ear to 
hear, and one day will be all hand to 
punish those daring mortals that even 
•jurpass in malice the infernal fiends, 
\^lio own a God and tremble at his 
presence: then he will exact a strict ac- 
-Tount of all those that presume to call 
in question his unlimited power, more 
pai-ricul^rly exerted in the cxt?L\\Tv^oV 

B 
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dl things out of nothing, Or that dis- 
own his infinite being: he is just to all 
his decrees and sentences ; a terrible 
God to those that fall under his indig- 
nation, but plenteous in ' goodness to 
those that beUeve his divine attributes; 
and more especially free in grace, to 
those that come to him for indulgence, 
through the merits of his only Son 
Jesus Christ.'* 

The gentleman replied, " that those 
were common opinions, and only 
maxims of state to keep the world in 
a regular discipline, that the most re- 
fined politicians had infused them into 
the minds of others, and that by a long 
succession of ages, they were so gene- 
rally received by the credulous, and 
unthinking part of mankind, that they 
became as it were a second nature, and 
no arguments were suflSciently strong, 
to dissuade men from embracing those 
principles : but if you are so wise as to 
know what God is, pray discover to 
me Uow you can be certain there is 
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such a being?" I made answer, " That 
the being of God was plainly der.on- 
strated by his works and wonders, 
such as the admirable frame of the 
heavens and earth, the sun, the Mv^on 
and stars ; by the various changes and 
revolutions that happen in the world: 
by the wonderfiil peace that constant. 
ly attend the good actions of every 
man's life, and the dreadful horrors 
that seize on the vital spirits of those 
that wilfully transgress the righteous 
laws of heaven : by the testimony of 
the holy Scriptures, that fuUy prove 
there is such a being, as a great and 
mighty God ; by the general consent 
of nations, as well barbarous as civiliz- 
ed; and by divers apparitions that 
have been sent abroad in the world, 
to encourage the good, and terrify the 
wicked, of which I shall produce one 
that is very remarkable. 

^' It is recorded in the life of Bruno, 
an approved author, and attested by 
other authentic writers^ thatttvci^v^'^ 



i 
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a certain doctor at Paris, who by his 
learning and holiness of life, according 
to human appearance, had acquired a 
noble reputation among the most cir- 
cumspect christians of that age : but 
when the corps of this person deceas* 
ed, was brought to the church on a 
bier, as was usual in those days, and 
when the priest was pronouncing these 
words, or words to the same efFecty 
" We therefore commit his body to 
the ground, earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, and dust to dust, in a sure and 
certain hope of a glorious resurrection 
to eternal life :** he suddenly arose and 
sat on the bier, and with a dreadful 
voice, cryed out, " I am accused at the 
judgment-seat of the just Grod;" at 
which mournful cry, the people were 
extremely astonished, and went out 
of the church with great precipitation. 
The next day, when they returned to 
make an end of the funeral obsequies, 
and the same words were repeated, 
the dead body rose up again, and made 
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a hideous outcry, saying, *' I am judg- 
ed by the righteous judgment of God;'* 
whereupon the people ran away again 
in a terrible fright. On the third day 
the greatest part of the inhabitants of 
the city met together, and upon the 
repeating of the same words, the corps 
stood up again, and cried with a more 
formidable voice than before, ** I am 
condemned before the just tribunal of 
God ;" which occasioned a sad reflec- 
lir)n, that a man reputed so unblama* 
hh in his life and conversation, never- 
tliclcss according to his own confes- 
sion, should be damned to eternal ages; 
insomuch that many judicious persons 
f>:)k an occasion to withdraw them- 
itWcs from the hurry and noise of a 
•sin Atheistical world, to a private re- 
trcment, that they might secure their 
inmortal souls at that great and terri- 
■ i^i: day, when the secrets of all hearts 
skill be revealed ; for by this mournful 
m-jnitor they were plainly warncd^ 

b2 
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that tliough^liey might deceive an in- 
considerate and iinweary multitude, 
by appearing to be really virtuous^ 
when at the ssame time their hearts 
wcre^ull of the rancour of unbelief, 
and conscious of the greatest guilt ; 
yet they could not mock an omnicient 
and heart-searching God, whose being 
is plainly proved by this notable exam- 
ple, and many others of the like na- 
ture. 

But further, " I will make it appear 
there is a God, by following the dic- 
tates of natural reason in all the con- 
troverted points and frivolous objec- 
tions started by Atheists. Amongst 
all the celebrated authors, I have moL 
with, or ever heard of, that argue a- 
gainst the being of a God, none were 
nble to discover to mc or any otiicr 
person living, how the heavens were 
created, and all the powers therein ; 
or how the foundation of the earth 
was laid j none could bring any proofs 



i 
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that ever any mortal man ; by all his 
art and strength ; by all his wit and 
industry ; by all his learning and phi- 
losophy ; by all his wisdom and subti- 
lity ; could find means to spread out 
ll:e firmament like a curtain, or frame 
the 'globe of earth ; to measure the 
length, depth and breadth of the 
boundless ocean ; to cause the winds 
t o blow, or the day to dawn ; the sun 
to rise, or the moon to shine, the stars 
to glitter ; the sea to ebb ; the earth 
"o tremble; the heavens to roar with 
: iiiinder and lightning ; the clouds to 
/;;ather the rain, and let it fall in gen- 
tle showers to refresh tlie parclicd 
earth; the seasons of the year to alter 
'. hciY natural course; tlie grass to grow 
in the meado\^s; the trees, shrubs and 
planets to bring forth fruit and flow- 
ers ; tiie dew to fall ; the fog's to dis- 
pcrsc themselves ; the vapours to rise 
out of the earth and sea; the air to freeze 
or t-nw; the snow and hail lo con- 
geal; the earth to gape ;xiAd CNs^cXvyaOi^*^": 



inmost caverns ; the dead to rise out: 
of their graves ; the blind to see, 
the dumb to speak, the deaf to hear, 
or the lame to walk. 

" Is there any man upon the face of 
the earth, that can throw the sun into 
an eclipse by day, or draw a veil over 
the moon by night ? Or can he declare 
who breathed into me the breath of 
life, or infused into man that know- 
ledge, which distinguishes him from 
the brute beasts that perish ? If thou 
attributest all these wonderful opera- 
tions to nature, then show me the 
first cause of that nature ; and when 
thou hast used all the evasions that 
can be thought of, silence will be thy 
last refuge, or else thou wilt be oblig- 
ed to have recourse to the cause of 
causes, which must of necessity be the 
eternd God/* 

After my above mentioned friend 
had given ear for some time to my 
discourse, he frankly owned, that ma- 
^y of my arguments made some show 
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of reason, but urged, " That though 

he should suppose the being of a God, 

vet he could not be induced to believe, 

there v-as any heaven prepared for the 

righteous, or hell for sinners," and that 

his opinion of a deity was, " The more 

we think of it, the more we arc con# 

founded :" as for any concern about 

matters of religion, he took it to be a 

needless trouble ; neither could he be« 

lieve a particular providence that rules 

over the world, or is in any wise in# 

tcrested in the management of sublu* 

nary affairs ; adding, " That such a 

glorious and mighty being as God, is. 

not to be moved by the petitions of so 

frail a creature as man." 

My answer was, " that he had filled 
my heart with horror, and moved my 
^Sections to that degree, that I could 
freely break out witli floods of tears^ 
•0 sec a person of his parts entertain* 
ing so mean an opinion of so sover- 
eign a being: nay, 1 told him, he plain- 
ly confuted Jiinisclf, ;xec.OTd\w^xv\ 'O^ir.* 



rule of reason ; for if mi 
gunients had convinced hi 
ing of a God, he must na 
the beliefj that he is most 
mighty, as is evident froir 
then it foIlo\i-s, he must 
pleased -with mankind tt 
resembles himself: since 
goodness are to be found i 
sure in a rational creatui 
transcendently in God; 
may be reasonably infere( 
will condescend so low as 
prayers of those that co: 
with a full belief of his ti 
absolute recumbency on 
mercy j and that there is j 
ail good men in a future 
place of endless pains for 
vicious ; so that whatevc 
think to the contrary iiov 
fin4 it to be the natural rt 
courses of life, as well as t 
God in rewarding the rig 
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afficting the wicked, according to their 
respective deserts. 

*• For in regard that the. human soul 
is a spirit, there is no ground to be- 
lieve, it shall dissolve into soft air, or 
be annihilated, when it is set free from 
the earthly clogs of a gi'oss body ; but 
that at the judgment of the great and 
general assizes, it will be sensible of all 
the good or bad actions, that were 
committed, when it dwelt in the frail 
tabernacle of flesh and blood ; so that 
if its actions were blameless, it will as* 
c^l\d to the hiirhest regions, but if it 
be conscious of guilt it will sink into 
t]\2 lowest gulf, of perdition. In this 
mortal state, the changes of the world 
h ive so great an influence upon our 
triou.^hts, that they too often prove 
idvaiitdges to the irreligious, and 
<!:;::ircs to the scodlv ; but in the future 
ll/o :i'h)vc, the soul shall have a ci.^ar 
ind distinct idea of good and evil: 
w^i-h v/ill be a moans to enhance the 
py> K-f the blcsscJ spirits. ^ ^xvi.Vo\^- 
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if reason ; for if my former ar- 
.*nts had convinced him of the be- 
jf a God, he must needs attain to 
belief) that he is most wise and al- 
;htv, as is evident from his works : 
n it follows, he must and will be 
;ased with mankind that so much 
sembles himself: since truth and 
oodness are to be found in some mea* 
ure in a rational creature, but most 
Tanscendently in God; therefore it 
may be reasonably intered, that God 
will condescend so low as to hear the 
prayers of those that come to him, 
with a full belief of his truth, and an 
absolute recumbency on his infinite 
mercy ; and that there is a reward for 
all good men in a future state, and a 
place of endless pains for the vile anc^ 
vicious ; so that whatever he migh 
think to the contrary now, he wou) 
fin4 it to be the natural result of su< 
courses of life, as well as the justice 
God in rewarding the righteous, ? 
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the actions of human creatures, or to 
govern the world with a strict and re- 
gular discipline. Then what reason* 
able man can imagine, this ori^nal, 
fountain of wisdom itself in the ab- 
stract, should raise so noble a fabric, 
as the universe is, and at the same 
time take no thought about it, but let 
all go to ruin and confusion ? 

*' On the contrary, we find by daily 
experience, that there is a supreme 
power, which rules in heaven and 
earth ; if thou say it is not God, tell 
me wh^*^ other bemg there is, that is 
capable of governing after such a man* 
ncr ? Is it the sun, the moon, or the 
whole company of planets, that bear 
rule night and day ? Or is it the nu- 
jiierous host of fixed stars that are 
predominant in their several orbs ? Is 
it the rising or falling of the ocean, or 
the vast quantity of waters contained 
tlierein ? Is it this huge mass of earth, 
or the increase that springs out of it ? 
Is it the atmosphere, wVvtxe. xli\a n-k- 

c 
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pours ascend, or the lustre of the em- 
pyreal heaven ? Is it the slow motion 
of the primum mobile, or the rapid 
course of the lower orbs ? Is it the 
swiftness of fiery meteors, or the ho- 
vering of clouds that gather the rain, 
hail, and snow ? Is it a gentle breeze 
of air, or the united fury of all the 
boisterous winds let loose at once out 
of the subterraneous caverns ? Is it the 
force of spring, summer, autumn, or 
winter ? Is it the energy of nature, 
the random course of fortune, or the 
casual jumping together of atoms ? Is 
it the whole race of mankind in gene- 
ral, or any one particular person ? If 
thoja cannot make it appear to be any 
of these causes, tell me what it is that 
disposes of all things, and keeps the 
world in such an admirable order ? If 
thou cannot give me no resolve, in this 
point, thy silence must assure thyself, 
as weB as me, that it is the sole power 
of God, whose being thou art so stre- 
nvousiy endeavouring to oppose." 
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The gentleman returned for answer, 
** that my arguments were indeed a* 
greeable to sense, and natural, but 
when he todc many other material 
points into consideration, he could not 
but think that what I lud delivered, 
was only a fine plausible discourse, that 
contained more elegancy than truth : 
for (said he) if this God you have been 
discoursing of, is what you make him 
to be ; viz. a great and glorious being, 
one that heretofore created all things 
out of nothing, now governs the world 
in truth and justice, and will hen at 
ter reward every man according to his '■ 
works in another state, tell me how it 
can be consistent with the rules of his 
infinite justice and mercy, to punish 
a poor frail creature, with everlasting 
pains, for some miscarriages in the pre-^ 
sent world, or to reward some good 
actions, with the joys and pleasures a- 
bove to all eternity. As for instance, 
what should we think of an earthly 
prince, who always boi^ \iv<^i\^a ^^ "^ 
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merciful king to all his subjects, gene- 
rous in forgiving his enemies, and rea- 
dy to reward his friends ; I say, if such 
a prinqs should publish a declaration, 
that if any should oflfend for the future. 
In word or deed, he would cause them 
to be tormented with the most exqui^* 
site pains imaginable ; though he knew 
at the same, time that what they said 
or did» could not in the least diminish, 
his grandeur, or detract from his re* 
putation much less dethrone his ma^ 
jiBsty. 

*' Suppose we should observe how the 
officers of this mighty monarch pro- 
ceeded to condemn those poor crea- 
tures, to cast them into a caldron of 
boiling oil; and that the misei:able 
wretches were to undergo sucli cruel 
tortures as long as life continued, with- 
out any intermission of pain or mitiga^ 
tion of sorrow, though they cried in- 
cessantly for mercy, and made the 
most solemn protestations of amend- 
ment. Qn the other side, were we to 
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see ^ome, who had been as notorious 
rebels as ever lived suing for their par*"^ 
don before the sentence of condemna- 
tion was passed ; being induced to a 
sincere repentance either by the hopcB 
of reward^ or fear of punishment ; and 
how these persons were not only gra- 
douslj received into favour, but also 
^ni^ed with all the honours that a 
most magnificent prince can bestow ; 
nay, farther than this, admitted into 
their sovereign's palace to attend his 
royal court, in the greatest spendor 
that can be conceived. 
, If such proceedings as these (conti- 
nued my fnend) in a temporary mo- 
parch appear tyrannical, cruel, inhu* 
man and partisd ; nay, very much un- 
becoming to the grandeur of a gene- 
rous mind, what can be said of 'the like 
methods of dispensation, with respect 
to God, whom you affirm to excel an 
earthly prince in mercy and clemency, 
as much as the sun surpasses a star in 

liistre ? If you can soVve \5k^ ^fiffivoi^* 
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t^l with sound judgment and reason* 
as you have done some other doubts. 
I shall readily believe all the divine at- 
tributes in their forthest extent, and , 
look upon the works of God as just 
and true ; but if you fail in any particu- 
lar, I shall be con6rmed in my former 
opinion, that there is no God ; or if 
there be, he takesno notice toall human 
affairs ; much less shall I be induced to 
Ijelieve, that there will be any rewards 
or punishments in a future state : and 
admitting it were so, how can God be 
said to be just or merciful in making 
aftatt^ftatnft nal M |i|i| toirtgariagCT 
for. a few mistakes iput is tlie Mr 

I repfi«d.«dttC tftBWB wn ft t g iw iii 
mtr to aR^«b0t£ miadf IdpQbttd. 
not but tp vju^dtt dw jmdcs ttd 
mercy dF (Sod ^jfter nicb meftoBd 
manner^ » tDlmii|fliiai t^d aB otbcr 
Sceptics to a firae a duu »m w tfaBttt «f 
the excdlcBcy of tli«jfinn|uoondiic^ 
lajmnkbing the 9 ac|E&an^)IW:«Wb^ 
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ed vn£k everlasting toraients, and 
crowning the righteous with those 
delights that are rar above our finite 
cbncepticHis ta apprehend. As for the 
comparison you have made between 
God and an earthly prince, the case 
win appear to be different in many 
repects ; nevertheless, before I come 
to explsdn the methods of divine jus- 
tice, I shall dear what has been alledg- 
ed against a monarch that should go* 
vem according to such rules as you 
have but now represented, and justify 
such proceedings in every particular. 
For example, suppose the king and 
the great council c^the nation, should 
IP?)^ several good laws, to punish vil- 
lanies that are comniitted within the 
realm, with the severest tortures that 
could be invented, according to the 
nature and circumstances of their 
crimes, and also to promote all his loy- 
al and faithful subjects by some means 
answerable to their singular worth and 
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xrtcrit, with this clause, never to abate 
the punishments, nor to lessen the re- 
wards upon any account whatsoever. 

" Then all these statutes and ordi* 
nances to be printed in a fair charac- 
ter, that none may plead ignorance, as 
not knowing the laws of the land, 
which may be as follows: * Be it enact- 
ed by the king's special command,with - 
the lords and commons in parliament 
assembled, that whoever in their right 
senses, are grown up to the years of 
maturity shall by words or actions, or 
any other means whatsoever, violate, 
infringe, or break any of the la^^'^ or 
statutes herein contained, according to 
their true intent, purport, and mean* 
ing ; shall undergo such punishments 
and penalties, as are hereafter men- 
tioned. 

" And be it farther enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, that all they that 
diligently observe and act conforma- 
bly to the tenor of these laws, shall be 
partakers of all the privUcgps ^xvd ad- 
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t^ntages hereafter specified, without 
any respect of persons whatsoever : 
that is to say, whoever shall presume 
to deny the being of a God, or openly 
declare, that all things were produced 
by nature, or shall utter any blasplie- 
mous expressions against the deity or 
commit any fact that is derogatoty to 
his honour, shall be cast into a caldron 
of boiling oil, there to be made sensi- 
ble of the foUy of Atheism, infidelity 
and profaness : but whoever orders his . 
life and conversation, so as to confirm 
others in the belief of a supreme be- 
ing, and to glorify his sovcrign crea- 
tor, shall have all the preferments in 
church and state, that his natural parts 
are capable ot, or the circumstances of 
niblic affairs can admit him to. 

And be it farther enacted, that wlui- 
vcr shall betray his king and couiUry, 
- shall be concerned in any plot, eitlier 
rectly or indirectly, to undermine or 
bvcrt ilic cstablisiied constitution of 
: govern jncnt, shall be vOlL\^ \.o y^^^^> 
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by wild beasts, that so he may know 
by wofiil experience the heinousness 
pi treason, and how detestable a crime 
it is to divide, and sow the seeds of 
discord in a nation, that otherwise 
might have long enjoyed the fruits of 
peace and unity. But they that con- 
tinue loyal to their prince and true to 
their fellow subjects, shall have all the 
encouragements of a royal favourite. 
Be it also enacted, that whoever is 
guilty of wilful murder, shall die the 
same death by which he destroyed his 
innocent brother. I am fully persuad- 
ed, that you and all other men endued 
with reason, would highly commend 
them for having no respect to persons, 
any farther than to punish transgres- 
sors and to reward those that conscien- 
tiously discharge their several duties ; 
and your own private sentiments niust 
needs inform you how happy we of 
this nation should be, if such whole- 
some laws were made, and duly put In 
execution^ I shall now proceed to vin- 
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dicate the divine justice, in inflicting 
punishments on the wicked, and be- 
stowing rewards on the righteous to 
all eternity. 

" When Almighty God placed our 
first parents Adam and Eve, in the 
garden of Eden, he made a covenant 
with them, that they should freely par- 
ticipate of the great variety of fruity 
there planted, only excepting that of 
one tree, commonly called the ^ for^ 
bidden fruit ;^ and told them possitive- 
ly, * That in the day they eat thereof^ 
they shall surely die ;' but, alas ! these 
poor deluded souls, giving way to the 
solicitations of the subtile serpent, 
could not be satisfied with all the de- 
lectable varieties, the sovereign Lord 
of heaven and cartli, had so liberally 
bestowed upon them j so that being 
urged on by a fatal curiosity, they 
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having reserved but one tree, as it 
were for his own use, or to pleasure 
his divine will, as a token of his do- 
minion and sovereignty; was it not 
highly reasonable, that unite crea- 
tures should obey in keeping the cove- 
nant of their in finite and most wise cre- 
ator, with respect to that one particular 
command, and content themselves 
with what God had alloted for their sa»- 
tisfaction, especially since he had indul- 
ged them with so great abundance? let 
me appeal to the bar of thy conscience, 
and leave it to thy own thoughts to 
determine, whether God did not act 
righteously in turning these wretches 
out of paradise, intailing a curse on 
their posterity, ' that in the sweat of their 
face they should eat bread^ and adjudg- 
ing them to undergo a temporal dfeath, 
as a just judgment for their prcsump- 
ruous arrogance and rebellion ? 

" But to render the matter more ob- 
vious to your capacity, I will here pro- 
!^ucc a singular example, whi'^h may 
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serve as a lively emblem. I have read 
that in the reign of king ^ames I. there 
lived a poor labouring man, who when- 
ever he was at work, especially dig- 
ing, used almost at every stroke he 
fetched, to call upon Adam in a most 
passionate manner. As this man was 
diging on a certain day in a garden 
near the road, a gentleman accidentlaly 
rode by, and hearing him muttering 
to himself, stopt to hsten to what was 
said : observing that as often as his 
spade entered the earth, he cried out, 
" Oh Adam^ Adam !" Whereupon the 
gentleman' alighted from his horse, 
made up to the peasant, and demand- 
ed of him, " for what reason he ex- 
claimed so tnuch against Adam ?" His 
answer was, * that if Adam had not 
eaten the forbidden fruit, he need not 
have been forced to get his living by 
the sweat ot his brow, but might have 
lived without labour, and he admired 
that Adam should fall into so fatal an 
CTror.' Then the gentleman asked him, 

D 



•^^ if he had been in liis fore-father's 
iitead, would he not have done the same 
tiding ?'• 

The peasant replied, ^^ he should ne- 
ver hav^ been so curious, as to covet 
the tasting of the fruit of that purti- 
cular tree, since he had the liberty to 
use all the rest." Then the gentleman 
bid him be of good cheer, leave his 
work, and go along with him ; to 
which proposal he readily comp4ied. 
As soon as they arrived at the man- ^ 
sion-house, the gentleman shewed him ' 
all his fine apartn^.ents, splendid ban- 
queting-rooms, costly furniture, spa- 
cious walks, delightfiil gardens, plea- 
sant groves, verdant bowers, cool 
pfrottoes, large fish-ponds, numerous 
attendants, sumptuous apparel, rich 
jewels, delicious rare, &c. " All these 
things," said he " shall be at thy com- 
mand, during the term of life ; I will 
i'ree thee from tluit painful cur&e wliich 
Adinn has entailed on thy body ; I will 
dotlic thee with fine linen, and noble 
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robes of state j thou shalt be my con- 
stant companion, and shall pertake of 
. all my enjoyments; nevertheless on this 
condition^ that thou shalt not at any 
time presume to uncover one particu- 
lar dish at my table, and that v;^hen* 
ever thou shalt act contrary to this 
.injunction, at that very instant thou 
shalt be striped of all thy ornaments, 
and turned to thy former drudgery/' 
The gentleman having ended his 
discourse, the poor peasant was im* 
mediately transported with raptures 
of unspeakable joy, upon the sight of 
so great a change in so short a spac^ 
of time ; a change that was altogether 
unaccountable and unexpected ; and so 
much the more admirable, in regard 
that these enjoyments were not only 
to continue, tor a day, a week, a month 
or. a year, but to the end of his life. 
Who can express the great satisfaction 
he found in his mind, and the solenm 
protestations he made, never to play 
the fool like 4dam^ or be t^xw^^^^v^ 
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forfeit his happiness, by uncovering 
that dishy slince he had so many others 
at his (fisposal ? Thus he fondly pleas- 
ed himself ivith the thoughts of a fu- 
ture uninterrupled happiness for many 
years ; but alas ! e'rc. a few months were 
expired,h€ was suddenly deprived of all 
Sis state and grandeur* For on a cer- 
tain day, when this fortunate person 
had fed plentifully upon all the most 
exquisite ragous and dainties that can 
be imagined, he was left alone in the 
room, to do as he thought fit ; the 
covered dish remaining by him on the 
table. 

Here he might stretch, his wearied 
limbs on an easy couch, and take the 
refreshment of a sweet repose ; or he 
might open a window and look out in- 
to the shady groves, so as to hear the 
melodious notes of fine birds chirping 
on the boughs of every tree, , and sec 
those winged quiristers, fluttering up 
and down like so many nimble mes- 
sengers of heaven, and chanting forth 
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their great creators praise: or he might 
take a few turns amidst the fragrant 
smells that arise from beautiful Sovr^ 
ers on the side of every verdant bank j 
or he might carry his angling-rod to 
the pond or river side, and there sit- 
ing down under some shady covert, 
solace himself with that delightful e^ 
erdse ; whilst the purlin streams glide 
on insensibly with silent floats, and' 
the numerous carps, tenches, trouts, 
breams, dace, barbels, and other no- 
Me sorts pf fish, are ambitiously striv- 
ing to catch at the bait. These and 
many other innocent divertisements 
of the like nature, might have enter- 
tained his Icasure hours abroad, with 
much more satisfaction than his vain 
desire of staying within, to see v/hat cu- 
riosity lay hid under the covered dish. 
However, being persuaded that no 
eye saw him, he judged that he miglit 
securely behold thfc rarity, which had 
been so long concealed within the spa- 
cious compass of so noble a charger, and 

d2 
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t last resolved to lift up the cover ; 

irhich was no sooner done, but a poor 
illy mouse leaped out, and so extreme- " 
ly surprised the man, that he could no 
longer retain his former sedateness of 
mind, which might easily be discover- 
ed by the change of his countenance ; 
insomuch that his lord suspecting the 
occasion, looked into the dish ; but- 
finding the mouse gone, no doubt he 
expostulated with his new guest, after 
some such manner as this : *? O thou 
unfaithftil wretch, did I take thee from 
a cottage, and bring thee to my palace, 
where I stript thee of all thy rags, and 
caused thee to be doathed with gorge- 
ous apparel ? have I redeemed thee from 
all thy hard labour, and freed theefrom 
thy daily care, sind dost thou thus re- 
quite my good will towards thee with 
black ingratitude, by proving infa- 
mously fals6 to so bountiful a benefac- 
tor ? Now I will: incontinently divest 
thee of all my favours, and turn thee 
into my fields, apiongst my meane&t 
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18,'Wh^e thou sh^ have aii occr*^ 
Gontmually to spur thee on, and 
Sne lliee to the severest drudgeiy y 
har shalt thou be ever soflS^ed ror 
future to sit at my table, . or so 
^ as to enter within my gates ; 
I let me hear no more rdBections 
iiy first parents, but look at home, 
lie traitor within thy own breast." 
Tow I cannot forbear fancying I 
the poor wretch miserably degrad- 
tnd Stript of all his glory, trudging 
of the stately apartments, with as 
:}k regret, as he entered in with 
; fetching deep sighs, and casting 
c many a sorrowful look on that 
le structure from whence te but 
r came out. Methmks I hear him 
loaning himself in such terms as 
le. " What an unfortunate qrea- 
j am I, that should so prtpostcr- 
ly violate my engagements with so 
rthy a gendeman, who took pity 
ne m my low estate,*and so lovmg- 
xunmiserated my distress ! "WIlqiel 
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H3Ln I blame but myself, since were i( 
not for. uiy: own dmult, I fnight Kavc; 
been a^happf as the dsy was long? HmK 
shall I iaate ^ myself to my fdrmerii^: . 
bour, and feed 4Tk my co^^ fare, 6tt 
lie on my straw b^id/*! Dobut iiee^ 
how the man takes^ his spade,- attSi 
handles it itioir* afikwafdiy thajf t^ 
fore, uttering many a grievous fii^%| 
yet I hear no complaints of ^i!/tfm,c^ 
he is ready to tear himsdf into at the^ 
S3n4fnecxs>4ieither doeshc maktiatxiY^ 
refifictions iiooB^the ge^ier^s^ gra^^ 
itian^ bbt is fonxd to lay aU the bte^p^ 
at his own door* '. ' /-^ 

I am apt to beUeve that whait J^tt^ 
been related is real matter of fskskV^ 
but whether the naifrative be true f>|* . 
false, I am mu^ th6 moral sc6pd of li; 
is undeniaUe^ ax^ very pertinent tti^^ 
my present purpose : for in aU confer4- 
ences I eva: had a due regard to tht^' 
disposidon of thepetsbii^^ ^f h vjThbfif^^ 
Twas icngage^ endeai^tourii)^ t^ 
my discowse to every Qvn^ai^nipf or 
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ydtli a learned dS:niie2;^I do not 

i^ %^ to iiinpitc or resbd | stixd tdien 
I j^ coavehing wi^ an SHtentte^per- 
flQiiy i miake no cxention of ixipic$ re- 
fadngiio pirilosopfay or matheaiatics, 
bcoxuse I imow hiin to be ^It^^l^er 
imo^^ of: those .mattery • l&m$e 
Wk^l I ani disputiii^ vnth an iktheis^ 
or ^mci that cannot entertnn an ^qnit- 
attt tb^ Ood» '^th'respdct 

t9 Jw infinite misrqr and goodness, 1 
tmink it improper to dte any text of 
ac^qyture, till I can bring hhn to a be- 
fidf,,that it is the undoubted ^ord of 
tnitl\^.; neith^ will I proceed to relate 
the . loving Idndness of the Lord at 
lai]g^ tin I have handled some'^faml- 
liar matters by way of a prdiminary 
disooursijs : but I am now come to the 
npoiiKpoint I designed duefly to insist 
upQn,in vindicating the justioeof God. 
Hie yrhole race of mankind lay 
groaning for a long time wci^« \^^ 
rran^ession of tne\r fvt^t \jw^'^'^^ 
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ted m scripture^ by fire and bidmstoiie; 
by, weeping, wailing, andgna^ng of 
teeth) and oiany otJbeF metapkoi^ <df 
the like nabaie. Severa) andeat and 
modern divines of our nation have vii- 
dertaken to describe it as a place of ma- 
terial fire ; nay some proceed so £ir as 
to a&m^ that there is as much di&r- 
ence between the scorching flames of 
hcll^ and those that are felt on eartb, 
as there is between a painted anda real 
fire : some give it out, that to be cast 
into a c^dron of boiling lead^ is buta 
flea-bite in comparison of the infernal 
furnace, where the damned shall sufier 
endless pains. 

These and many other representa- 
tions of the like nature, are usually 
made of hell, and God grant that 
none now living may ever ^nter 
therein, to try the experiment; Out 
my conceptions of it are altogether 
different ; and I may perhaps be as ca- 
pable of defining ihe torments pecu- 
har to that dreadful station i" as the 
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^greater {ttft of mankind are; for if 
«ver any mortal oa this side the grave, 
'qodonA Ac pains of the damned, I am 
^iJiepcmmw Not that I ivouid presume 
to oontfadict the revealed word of 
Go^ or to raise any new notions con- 
^cenni^ hdl ; hx be it. frcHn me, I 
•would not in jthe kast entertain any 
?fucii liiaa^ts : and indeed so many 
.iECfWti of^nions relating to artides of 
'£iith9 have been startra within these 
:&w years, that there is no need of 
broaching any more; every age being 
apt to Gonfute old errors, and to be- 
get new ones ; but the doctrine I shall 
Ly down with respect to heaven and 
hell, I hc^ will be taken as a further 
cuniirmation of the truth of the holy 
scriptures, and extirpate those blind 
notions that serve only to perplex the 
mind of weak christians, and to en- 
raurage Atheists in their obstinate in- 
tdclity. 

. I think it must of necessity be ac- 
knowledged that many passages of the 
scripture v.vc propheucai^^OTCv^'^'^wJs^^- 

r. 
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Ileal, and others mystical : in several 
places, it represents to our view^ the 
likendss of things here on earth, that 
it may the better teach our iveaik g3Eu 
pacities : Thus it couches the descr^ 
tion of hell, under several figunuive 
expressions;, as, a bottomless pit of fir^ 
smoke and brimkone } everksting^ 
burnings ; a furnace of flames that 
cannot be quenched ; howling, mourn* 
ing, weeping, lamentation, a worm 
that never dies, &c. 

Besides, many other embldns whicK 
so lively set forth the future s^te of the 
damned, according to human appre- 
hension, that no words can express i^ 
in a more dear and distinct manner y 
therefore I shall keep dose to the true 
scope and meaning of the sacred text ; 
and as far as I am able to apprehend, 
vary or depart no farther from it, than 
that difiers from the word of God,' 
which is unquestionably one and th^ 
same thing ; smd I cannot but promise 
myself, that what I have to ddiver aa 
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tins 8a|)jeet, will effectuafiy remove 
«^y i|o6b^aiid scruples that lie de. 
pewfiffg m some wavering and uaset- 
dnlmkid^ 

. ' ^ae I must profess I nstther do^ 
T90g)tWK did believe^ siaoc Icaoie to 
^Wf^QMrsiof discretion^ that there was, 
«g/!WfliaS be any material fire made 
HMofNin the lower tegkmsy £oit the 
ffirlttting panidmient of the:^4^^ 
ed) bnt I take hell to be in all |daoes 
irlece G^ is absent^ both in the pre- 
seiat ^orld and the future state : there 
18 ya^oubtedly a hell on this side the 
gtw^ and another, when time shall be 
So B|ore ; that is to say, a temporal 
heU, luid an eternal one : but there is 
as miich difierene^ between one and 
the other, with respect to- duration 
aad«the exquistteness of pain, as there 
istbeitween the main ocean, and a rivu^ 
let cir small brook* Then first I will 
endeavour to show with all the per- 
splcaity imaginable, what a temporal 
hdl is, with the pains tlut ^tt. ^j^cxfcc^ 
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thereto, aiid how long it may cont^f 
nue. There is no person, that is bap* 
tized into the christian fakh, that prOi^ 
fesses to believe and fear the trtie God» 
and yet live3 unanswerably to this be- 
lief or fear, but may be said to be ac» 
tually in this hell that I am now treat* 
ing of : for I experimentally know it 
to be so : and though some may per- 
suade themselves to the contrany, they . 
^ill find it to be certainly true, of they 
do but seriously consider the fbUowix^ 
reflections* <- 

Man is endued with such a diBcerii* 
faculty above all pthef creatures, that 
he can distinguish good from ev3, and 
readily apprehend when he is Dressy 
happy, and when utterly miserable; he 
is sensible, that there is no true fcdicity 
in this life, which is apparently ope of 
the greatest arguments that proveja fu- 
ture state : he perceives that whcth he 
does not live conformably to those wise 
ends of his creation, there is a dismal 
rloud of fears that over-shado\(f his 



ipcbiest pleasures : so that any pertf^n 
«ia.y 89 well iitia^ne that . he is safely 
«med at hk uita:ided joarney's efid 
Jbi^ country that is. £ur di^tant^as to 
^ofcieet to ecHJoy an unintemiptjed tran^ 
^^pwftyr of mind, wtdiout • the iavoiir 
-mii love of God : and all. such, do ajc- 
^tusfUylive in a hell here on earth, so 
-faqlg as tibeycontinuein the known 
^procdce (tf anyt)ne wiUid or premedi- 
'Pdf^ fonz for what is manfaut his mind ? 
jtfltdiat bosom friend be at ease, I am 
essentially happy I^t my outward cou'* 
^dSiion bear any denomination whatso- 
ever ; but if not, I am in a state of .mts- 
n^ z and it is impossible my mind 
tdijQuld be composed, when I act con«- 
tr airy to known principles. 

' * Thus I may wear an imperial 
xrt^wn, ^d SMray the sceptres of three 
noi'JHe kingdoms ; but if I am conscious 
to imyself, that I do not goyern my 
cob Ejects according to the precepts of 
hea .ven, nor act confixm^ly to the 
4ic fates of jusdce, equity aud Ufi.\SNRxv* 
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cy, I really inhabit in the regions 0| an 
eartlily hdl^ which is a lively emblem 
of that in the other world : for theteis 
a worm that never, dies, but is ab^ays 
^reyinfi; upon my galled consdeiice, 
and will incessantly continue gnzwiftgf 
till I break cff my sins by ribgteousn/lfifi^ 
and shewing mercy to tie poor ; tiU 4 d$ 
that which is lawful and right in the 
sight of God and man. Althougjh t 
were possessed of an estate valuedjat 
a hundred thousand pounds ayear^aad 
enjoyed all the variety of deUgbts tl|is 
world can aflFord ; nevertheless if I :Ii«e 
in lust and concupiscence, Siu£fering mj 
thoughts to rove about in quest alter 
my neighbour's wife, or any other un- 
chaste embraces, there is a ^me of i|re 
that is always burning in my breiist, 
cHid is never quenched as long as I cta* 
tinue in such lewd practices : thig^ ap»- 
parently is a hell to me, on the -hi ther 
side of eternity, and a fore«taste of that 
which is to come, - 
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-1 iUtfaongh I *«njoy x perfect health 
«f body, soundness o£' mind and me« 
Ihoty^ i;vi€h hkany other transcendent 
bk»ngs: ffk if I retain a cov^ous ini* 
flitiable'aesite'Of these earthy rooul- 
deifaig trearaits, and be- not satisfied 
mid^ that portion which the divine 
fordividenoe has allotted me, this is a 
|dt of destruction that has no bottom; 
» that the more I have the more 1 am 
ids cravings and the longer I tivr the 
tieeper I sink into the dangerous gulph : 
fiar as long as I covet my neighbour's 
inheritance^ and seek after more than 
i cam manage or dispose of to any good 
purpose, I am running headlong into 
an infernal abyss that swallows up my 
reH felicity^ If I live in much great- 
er ^endour than the iiest or my 
mighbour's, and at the same time car* 
ry QP any malicious or envious designs 
against them^;:epimng at the good foiw 
tone of others, and never being satis- 
fied with my own enjoyments ; this is 
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2uravenpii» yi^turecontinriallyjgi^f^^ 
ing my ei^ails a^d preyiiig upon ] 

life di^tw:^ ^y.i*^VQ309 imbittear^c 
xny Gomfi9its»vSous)^ ^^ my joy, a^jS ^ 
% lively Fepr^^en^tion <^ those 
sports of v^g^ s^ envy^ ; .ydtii w] 
the damnod .ari? and will be ^ppsfifi^^ 
the everlasting. hi^ to etern^.ag^^|[i,2 

And farther, *,f if I faU into exXfef 
dispsur^andhave no.grou|idto'h^>ci 
the divine inercy, that i^a most fb;f 
jiil hell to me in. this world, and a per- 
fect resemblance of those igiexpi:!essi)^ 
torments, which all pro£me wr^ctc^ 
must suffer, time \rithout end j ifj^, 
less their ruin be prevented by^tma^ 
ly vepeotanoe. - If I am a .bli^si^<;n|^ 
or adulterer, if I give way to uji^nal^. 
passion, cruelty, malice or revepge,«(9; 
commit any other enormpys aiigt^;! 
am 3$ mudb in h$^, aud ip ^the huh 
<3Dndition.witlL thqije lq$bfiOuis,.a9|ti^ 
fctuallT endiir^ th^ tormiqit^ o^tilM 
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ot&er life ; tkough the tortures afc 
not so ex^i^te, nor the piain so vio- 
kat» vnth rci^K&st ta their several de« 
grees. ' As ^r instance, I mkf be ve-^ 
rrjoigpy mth, my servant for a slight 
opboioe; bat not in so great a rage, as 
tfhb had murdered my ^^^9 or some 
Mjjernesir rdadon ; and it is certain , 
my passion upon account of the for*. 
mat finilt, would soon abate, but my 
ftiry that waEs raised by the latter in« 
huofian act, would daily increase. 

Thus a temporary hell^ and an eter- 
nal hdl are of- the same nature, and 
the only difference between them is, 
that the punishments of the wicked^ 
are nothing near so great nor lasting in 
this world, as they will be in the other 
state; the former serving only as a 
small specimen or foretaste of their fu» 
ture consummate misery. All incor* 
rigable profligate wretches are now at 
this very instant, as much out of the 
favour and love of God, as ever they 
\yUl be ; I mean,such as live and d\^ vxa. 
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^ sinfial and unregenerate state. I shall 
endeavour farther to illustrate the m4t« 
ter, by a familiar comparison, which 
take thus : when a traitor is confine^ 
in the tower of London, and lies un* 
der the sentence of perpetual impri- 
sonment ; though for the present he 
possesses most part of his former er^ 
joyments, nevertheless he is as notori- 
ous a criminal, and as much a prison- 
er, as if he were removed to Newgatte, 
or the county jail,' and deprived ofaU 
the necessaries of human life : doubt- 
less such a confinement would be an 
emblem of what he must afterwards 
nindergo, when all his wealth is con^ 
fiscated, and his body cast into a loath- 
fl some dungeon, where he is to lie with^ 
] i out redemption, and perish without 
relief. 

I hope I have plainly proved by sc« 
vcral solid and undeniable arguments, 
that there is a hell here on earth; 
bttt to make it more fully appear, ' 
shall produce matter of fact, by m; 
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d experience. I came Mdtibla 
ifiiies of this hdl,' in that very 
It, when I was aupabk lof distin«i 
ig between goqa aiid cvH, on 
n virtue and vice : aiKfjaui Itnade 
progress in sin, by iiisensiUe den 
I proceeded ^in motiion,. jmuch 
silent streams that descendfroini 
ae springs, whose clearest water 
deffiiedy by the numerous chan- 
rough which it rutfs, still it be« 
a$ foul as the staii<fing puddks^ 
are corrupted b^ many mix- 
nd only fit to be conveyed into 
imon-shore, where these impure 
stin glide on, till at ^t they fall 
le main ocean ; the brackish 
-which is more unpleasant, than 
filthy mud at the bottom of 
ing ponds, which cannot bcpu- 
►ut by the refiner's fire. Thus 
est thoughts were polluted, and 
irming sedateness of my mind 
d into a furious storm; when 
innocent actions of my tender 
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years, M^re blasted like a &ding flowk 
er, whose noble colour and fragtacat^ 
smell are suddenly turned to ptitrovK 
faction. ".,'■'/ 

Thus I came naked mtp the worlc^ 
and thus sin has since defiled my; pwc 
garments ; thus I entered upoxi,t% 
borders of guilt, and thus I laimchc^ 
out into the deep of a temporal h(^ 
where the fiery darts and vehemqit 
flames have kindled other fl^unes hi^vit. 
breast^ whese burning heats, nq floooi^ 
can extinguish, but thoi^e whicjb Bfm 
from eyes truly penitent. From tte* 
day of my entrance into sin, at tlie- 
years of iscretion, till the day ofiny^- 
regeneration or new birth, I accouiit^ 
myself to have been as really in a tem^. 
poral hell, as if I were condemned , tqjf 
the miseries of the eternal one, in ca3C 
I had continued in my former vicioi)4 
practices. I readily acknowledge, njy 
inability, to make a true descnpti^ 
of all ill habits and pollutions I unl^a{h 
pily contracted ia a long course ofi'm^ 

* ' . ..V' S p ■ -N.J 



. |ft^']ttid r^belHbn against my soW<^ 

tl^jct dreator j so that I shall 'content 

tttp^ only to give a short account 

of the conrasion of soul, which ever 

. $i^ anon seized on me in all my ^ru 

vSiCc I'cdtemcnts. 

■JE yiroiaSd betoo melancholy a scene, 

a'c^rscw' all the clouds of anriaMment 
it hung over my head for xnan^ 
I^Sefiiiv^ during vehich time I was conti- 
flnbfll^ exposed to the fiery d^s of the 
i&lnply'and remained undter h!s tyran- 
^Bfitl gbvernihent ; fioatting up and 
down the woi'ld likea shatterea vesse! 
in *thc^t ocean, liablfe to the grievbus 
ikscii of every sweffiiig wistve : thus 
this" cruel tormentor, tossed me from 
one stage of the world to another j so 
^ diat when I found a dissatisfaction in 
one' kind of enjoyment, he tfempted 
&ie'i«ith fresh dluring baits, and in* 
dts6^9dy ^drawing me round the fatal 
dlincki, laid the dosest siege where my 
(fifcnce was weakest. When I began 
to he scpsiUe of the vanity of Kovnk^x^ 
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then the pains I had ta]^ in his ser- 
vice must needs be rewarded with ac 
bundance of wealth : but having per- 
ceived die .drudgery of heaping up 
riches, 1 was persuaded to divert my- 
self with company and agreeable oon- 
.versalion. Thus the father of lies urg- 
ed me on from one engagement to ^ 
other, till at last my torments augme^* 
ted, and grew more boisterous than^ 
raging sea, where the higher the storm 
raises, so much the more the waters 
foam ; so that the farther. I launchod 
out into folly, the more I found my- 
self involved in troubles, and sur- 
rounded in the labyrinth of misery^^ 
" I am not able to express the con-^ 
fusion and anguish, that used to piill ' 
down my spirits and distract my mmd^r 
during my continuance in an habitual 
course of sin : for I have often longed 
for the setting su;n, in hopes that an 
evening^s diversion might assuage the 
gripes of the preceding day ; but as 
boon as the stars appeared, all jpyloiag 
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itnsbcd for refresKments were spun t»ut 

"& u anpty dissadsfact^ Thenhav- 

'ikg entered my chambert my tired 

Knste and fatigued- bddv ' demanded 

ljb6ie Impose : but dbis r-The tortot^ of 

'i^'l^ttiky' cowcience^ wouM lioi^' suffer 

wnfeimst^ ik)r the t^mptes 

"of xfiy head- ta take my rest : so tb^t 

*^£df 906iiier had I laid myself down in 

^liied, or on. my couch^ but wkms 

' f j|ipiigfat$ suddenly dzjfted horror into 

ySijf mind, and filled me wiCh amaze^ 

jnteiitl Thus have I frequently spent 

my tedious minutes in tossing and 

tumbling to and fro, liki a person that 

fs greviously aJSUcted, Or one in a bum- 

iilg fever ; longing for the breakof day, 

' with greater impatience thatir a distres- 

\ sed. marmer encompassed onfall sides 

; with rocks and quidi'^sands in a dark 

;andglooihy night. If atany time,by rca- 

son ofa long fatigue, or numerousdisap. 

~ pointments in asinful Course, mine eyes 

' Lave closed to rest, fdlghtful dreams of 

dmls*and infernal fitnds have distxith- 
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cd the imaginative faculty, aiid ^pptaa^ 
cd as terrible to m^, as if it were a tdji 
vision, and all my natural sense* "sv^ 
quite awake. 

These are some of those drcadfid 
convulsions that have seized oh ihj 
mind, upon the serious consideratipfl 
of having offended God and vi61ate(|l 
his most righteous laWs; but theycosrii 
far short of what I am now about tc 
deliver : for I shall draw a scene o£h^ 
in as lively a representation, as perhaps 
can possibly be done by any man iiQiSv 
living, every part of which will astpiii 
ish the sensitive soul, and usher in tlie 
streams of amazement ; this is a tragd^ 
dy not artificial but natural, acted not 
to please the fancy, but to affect thie 
mind, not to cause weeping for joy, 
but mourning for fear, lest the saine 
direful misfortunes should happen or 
the like storms should make so rariquf 
an attack, upon the unavoidable ap 
proach of the king of terrors. And ifl 
deed, on May 3d. 1 696^ the faarbingei 
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^ death seized on my vitals with so 
gre^t a ^eideioce, that in the space of a 
wtw days, all expectations of Hfe were 
toddehty Over-spread with so lAaudk a 
cloud, that UP mortal could believe any 
Otherwises but that the sun of niy anr 
imal sgirits^must of necessity set under 
diat ^k shade, never to rise again till 
die {lawn of an ev^lasting day« 
' . Tkds I j^ceWed the evening of a 
s&ort * i^gnmage drawing towards a 
i^Nsedy dose, and the room in which 
rjbiy, beset with as gross darkness at 
noon-day, asit is used to be in the dead 
of a winter-night ; where the dear wife 
of my bosom, the desire of mine eyesf 
wap QiQarnihg like a. dove, and my 
aged mother bedewing her gray hairs 
with tea^s, and wishing she had gone 
down to the grave, before that sorrow* 
ful day of my so. near approach to e- 
teirnity : if at any time I saw the light 1 
belieid my dU^^corisolate relations wring, 
ing their hands and shaldng their 
heads» and ever anon, I could over-hear 

F 2 
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the pnvafe consultations and whispt 
of my physicians^ one of whom (a 
cannot biit remember it) said; ^he ti 
die upon the return of the nextJH :' Th 
came several divines, to do tiie wl 
good offices lay in their power; and 
assist me with their best advice, duri 
these dismal circumstances ; I hy i^ 
ering like an aspen leaf, under the si 
prising agonies of adying hour, hati 
now so clear a view, and so quicfe' 
apprehension of the errors of mypasa 
life, that I discerned foBy in aS its ^^ 
tural colors, and could not but loath 
deformity with the utmost detcstati 
Oh the horror, confusion arid shaa 
that seized On my drbopingspiritsa 
trembling nerves ! now (said I) s( 
tence of death is already passed up 
me, and I begin to feel the tormei 
of a deeper hell, which darts its flati 
into my" immortal soul, even befbr 
take my last farewell of this worl 
then my sorrows were extremely s 
gumcnted, not upon account erf I 
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icst pangs of bodily pain, but for 
; of an ulcerated and gangrened 
.ence. O most terrible sight to 
Gvhen I beheld satan striking his 
darts into my distracted mind,and 
g me in express terms, there was 
ope of my salvation, no pardon of 
no smiles of heaven tobe expected, 
36sibi]ity of my seeing the face of 
to. all eternity ; and that it was 
ate to cry for mercy, too tte to 
» too late to atone for the follies 
mis-spent life ! And although I 
lot been altogether so vile, as the 
:est part of mankind, and were in- 
nt with respect to the crying sins 
le age ; though I had often ap- 
;hcd the Lord's table, and heard 
oly word ; nevertheless I was con- 
5 to myself of so many notorious 
sions, and great failings intheper- 
ance of my duty, that almighty 
might justly shut me out of the 
dom of heaven, and close me up 
I endless night of pain and horror. 



] 
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Thus the grand accuser of mankiiid^ 
constantly attended about my bed, diu' 
ring the time of my sickness ; magtu^ 
fyirigmy sins to the highest pitch,90 asj 
to make every small offence app^^ tinc^r 
of the most heinous crimes ; in^inuaTl 
ting, that these convulsions and g^x^ioj^ 
were not to be compared to tEsi. u^;. 
speakable tdrtures I must endure ifl.iKic^ 
other state, and that all these afflicti(MJ^:^ 
would be increased to the most intenie'^ 
degree, in the gulph of everlasting per-; 
dition : insomuch that I longed to die, ' 
that I might know the utiAo3t erf* thei^ 
diabolical malice, being persuaded,.- 
that no torments in the other world/ 
could possibly exceed my present mis- -, 
cry ; the extreme anguish of which 
cast me into so violent a sweat, that 
the bed whereon I lay was like a wet . 
bath ; the linen on my body and the^ . 
night-cap on my head, might also hiavj; ! 
been wrung as it were dothes newly r'. 
drawn out of a river. The tranq)ort;: 
of my passion was so excessive, tluit "^ 
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TOurtir fire strong persons were scarce 
aUe to hold me m the bed, and my 
roaring was SO loud, that most c^ the 
oeighbour's round E^bouti iHii out, of 
houses in a terrible fngbt ; wtulat o- 
thers that continued in their baWta- 
tions, *w'ere all over seized with a. fit of 
trembling, though they knew the oc- 
casion, and many 8tood.jii the street, 
like people amazed. Of; struck with a 
pannic fear ; .eyay one concluding, I 
must needs eOTire.tbat very hour, an^ 
not bdieving human nature to be ca* 
pable of weathering such an outrage- 
ous storm of despair. 

But that which vas most wonder- 
fid is, tJiat I retained the perfect use of 
sll njy senses, and distinctly knew eve- 
i rj- person about me, as appeared by the 
I particuhraccountlgavecwallmy pains, 
I thoughts, wordsand actions, inas plain 
amanner as could be expressed, when 
\ the \iolencc of this fit was somewhat 
I illiyed, I sensibly perceived mysdf de- 
I wtedbyGod,inaUthebitteT^^iAes.':A 
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a tnost dreadfid despef at^nT^Eor 
did 9nd still do firmly believe, I at tkit 
timefdh: the utmost torments of those 
wrttched souls that are lost for ever, 
-and found mysslf absolutely excluded 
firom the fevour of my sovereign crea- 
tor, and blessed redeemer ; concluding 
there was no possibility of reforming 
the wilful mistakes of my passed life, 
or I should be retrieved by any means 
vhatBoevei> ' from my due hte of be- 
ing utterly undone. 
" I had iJso at the same time, a fw 
prospect (rfthe New Jerusalem, where 
all appeared most glorious within, and 
of whose transcendent beauties I have 
but an imperfect idea, as not being ad- 
mitted intd those illustrious gates, the 
brightsess of whicli far surpasses aU the 
q>lendor of an earthly paradise : how- 
ever this iught wag extremely an^azing 
to me, and filled my soul with indig- 
nation, in regard that I was sensible of 
my b«ng shut out from that place of 
cverfasting joys, and that now my soul 
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must range about the dark regions of 
^orror and.despair,t]ll the resurrection 
b^the deaa Upon the souncjBng of the 
1^ trum^y when it will be more un- 
*^tipps[ihzn evtTy in meeting the bgdy^ 
^orat companion and abetter in unfiil 
^Qlorses at the general assi2ses ; tiiere 
jid'jfeoa together.a fijial heavy dooiok 
W etcriukl punishments. 
;f And mdeed, I did as jhiiJfy ^ my 
'pnddvis soul wandering up and down 
aiticmje those iiifmiali^nrite^ as I should 
actual^ do if I were to ctie at any time, 
inm unregenerate state ; and I had so 
dear a view of the miseries that sin. 
ners continue in, before the great judg« 
ment day, that no man living can con« 
vioce me to the contrary.. It was not 
an effect produced by the malignity of 
the disease^ or ah idle concdt of the 
distempered brain, but it was a real 
Jdain representation of the most de- 
plorable conditioi) of those wretches, 
Qn the other side of the grave, where 
lime is swallowed up by eternity. 
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For I solemnly declare in the prcsen 
of the great and terrible God, at t 
thoughts of whose infinite majest 
my spirit trembles, that I would li 
lie undc:- the like insupportable qppn 
sion of his wrathful indignation ^ 
almighty vengeance, fdr the spkdk 
one week, if I might by that nidi 
gain all the treasures of India, or t 
gold of Africa,'or have all thekingdoi 
of the world at my disposal duiinti 
long and prosperous course of life :1 
I am no more capable of makiz^ 
proper description or reprcsexitation 
what I underwent during that dr^ad 
conflict: than I am able to count t 
stars in the firmament, or the'numl 
of sands on the seashore ; it was J 
parently too great a calamity to be i 
pressed in words, or to be described 
writing by any pen on earth ; fol 
wounded concience who can b^ai* i 
Thus I have proved by reason ^ 
my own experience, that thiere ii 
temporal hell on this side the gri^i ; 
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regarded or punished, after a quite 
different manner. It is certain, th^ijt 
God ordained corporal punishmeoQi 
for the material and mortal body» aji9 
hot for the immaterial and immort^ 
30ul; such being fit only to be inflicted 
in this world, and not in ..that )vhlcl)L 
is to come. , /,....'. 

But farther, our own reason niu^ 
needs induce us to believe, that tli^ 
punishment of the soul in xhe f^tti^ 
state, will be mucli of the same nature 
with, what it is in the present, and we 
are all sensible, that the anguisli of tlic 
spirit is different from, the pains of tJie- 
body. Thus when a judge .condemn^ 
a malefactor, lie docs not doom his 
soul to any material punishment, but 
Lis body ; for if the sentence be to be; 
pressed, burnt, or starved; to be hang^ 
cd, iiiipalcd, or torn to pieces ; to b§ 
1 ackcd, whipt, or suffer auy other e:v 
<;u'witc pains, these ipatcrial torture 
may be extremely afflicting and griej/ 
rrcs to the latter, but they canj^ot e 
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feet tte former ; as being a divine ray, 
^hich is altogether impassible ^dth 
fespect to such sufferings : however T 
readily own, that the soul may parti- 
(3pate 6f anguish with the body, arid 
eHdure is much misery ; but it is of 
another kind ; for there is a natural ' 
aiid a spiritual sense of pain : so that 
Ae flesh, blood, and bones may be' 
properly said to undergo the material 
punishment ; whilst the soul suffers a 
spiritual convulsion, which the body is 
;nt>t capable of feeling ; there being as 
much difference bet\veen one sort of 
pain and" the other, as there is between 
a spiritual and a corporeal substance. 
Therefore I have often admired, 
that men of a sound judgment should 
inconsiderately depart so far from the 
main scope, and meaning of the holy 
scriptures, as to hold, that there is a 
material punishnicnt in hell, to be in-» 
flicted upon undone souls: and indeed^ 
it is of so gre?.t a contradiction to di- 
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\pity and good sense, that I tiOsq tfe«tt7 
he an absurd error. We,nia)f 2$ ¥rd|; 
treat of the tnie nature of hjuj^ a^i^ 
what it is not; vshkk W0Qld*t«B4? 
Bfiuch xaqire to iht edifiotinEV «£ a«ts 
chrisdan brethsesL thaa adiSfnok 
practice. . • il* 

Hpwev^ I would hav« nojqr.n&hj 
take my meaning in thiS; partl^abr^ v 
do not maintain in thQ leasisi.tot m^ 
the pains p^ hell m^y be cpayp^ma^'^ 
represented by £unUiar compa^riwH^^ 
since that i$ akp^eth^ agceeabl^ to thL 
word of God, s^id the weakaes9 of 
human apprehension, but wo oushl 
to be very cautious about p^ooeeduqif 
farthar than sabered writ direct ua; for 
we have no aceouipt in the Oid or Neir; 
Testament, that there is any. material 
&re in hell, or that lost souk ar^to be 
tormented in the future state, wi^, 
the same punishmeotothat are u^usii^' 
inflicted on. the body in ihia worldk f^ 
could allcdge sever^ other reasoBi( t^_ 



I 

tef-^Jat-dieSre arc no fliofe sue* 
AM iftinc8 In the eteiraal hell, thajt^ 
ikaittiti the teflq>on«; btft I \\mLy 
itdUrhivebectf ahready prddticedh' 
I'Be »ffid<^ ibr thi^ p«^i^ sa- 
itdM ttoi«^]procelSd to show, ^hen 
ic wretched soujs that are Ultiferiy* 
iM^Mitito this bdttditite^fft of 
rlJMibr desiructkAi^ aftir'^idiat' 
b«r tfaef \(^ be puJAfa^ there 
•nak^Eges^and h6#!rti^ eittrema ' 
ifikf consists witK'tJie^jpafce of 

tahtyOod. -V v^r 
Themul of a simM» Widotfatedly ; 
9V upon this 5tate of hell, imn[ie-^ 
ifly after it has left the body'; for! 
oninion is, that in ihat vety ^icv- 
It tfaer breath gbfes* otit ofi*the no8- ' 
5 the spirit m(mnt3 up dlrfecfly to. 
'-that gepue />, and appeal- in hii* * 
wnce, to receive its final sentence 
icquitta^l or condemnation, and as 
a as it finds itself cast at the private 
unal of heaven j. it kncrcrt tiie fote 
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th?tt will, forever attend it, >a]ii;«)pp^ 
of opiiuon, that eveiy.sujch.gpfaky.«oii^; 
is penoitted tQ:tak&a.vieii? o£t3ic gaMjf 
of tba iVfe«? Jerusdim^ andta soe. titNV» 
glory of t})£. cdestial Juiigdom)>|i^ 
which, xoeam it xxi^y. tjic.faetter ccau 
c^ive wh9t sia has deprry;edit o^anit 
will l>e thereupon filled "with eztoxM^ 
horror aod indignatipiif ]l(Iy..Ap^^ 
trembles at the idea I: lUv^fonmed^W 
xnyself of those wretched oeaiaai^^^ 
who wUl. incessaaitly lament Ti^hfA 
moan their misfortune, to the, tedin^ 
ages of eternity > after som^ suduoaiii^ 
ncr as this, . ...rr 

^^ I am now banished tl^e pF^Bcaq} 
of almighty Qpd, the glorious hi^iraiy 
chy of angels, and the noble societjpoj^ 
just men. n^ade per&cL Oh hxa^ du^ 
to me, that ever I was bom^ but hose 
much more unludty was that hoxuv; 
when I entered into coyeiiant'Wiikflfad 
devil ! I had a^fore^tastejof this wi^^ 
when I .lived on ear th* tod the . samct^' 
witness, that now accuses me, tepmr^'^ 



f^ me>at that time \ I mi^iC hxve-ai- 
lived safe at Zion, with tess Irouble, 
tlian v/here I am at this lAsQint';' ^ 
wiul: ixuits bad I in^ t^e^^ tli^jlgi!, 
whereof 1 am now ashftSiedJ Oh.^ 
miserable. caitiS' that I amy feow f^l I 
Undergo the fury of my ^eqttcreatoi^^ 
or endure the vials of his i|vr^;i)our>- 
oi out upon me .' Yet tlK'^MCAce of 
lay offiinded God is mors Utter than 
death itself, and his displidstira- marc- 
racking than the tormentfrofrheUi I. 
ttutr once had an opporljunjty of be- 
CMquigthe«wwitwiwi of celestud chs- 
mliipBx ^d i^^eou» perBMH.made 
iumnBifi^l/lfi^itfi-BOK fc^cod^lio keep 
tmapoifr irt^ inEvnal- fiends: and 
4Bfl9^a(J:q;n#t'itntfe etmnaliy iDber&- 
fa^3 (.w^t^iii^ h»:K udaced myself 
vmim-^HK^^mieTfp. of the mostgjo- 
^BBft »» qf :xight9Qti4iae8s« and raif^t 
IiiMc^4ifcar^i^:bciglit, breadchj 
]#gt^VHt:4a[itft3of hk transcendont 
loyc^, miWl|i<Kff stqinMe on 1^ dack 
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" O my soul, what a dismd-veil is-? 
spread On all sides between th^e and ! 
the divine glory ; a thick darkness that^;i 
will never be succeeded by the daiwft-'r> 
of another day ; a black cloud that wiftq 
never clear up to brightness ; a 9paci^il 
ous curtain of despair, that will ncvcr^f 
be drawn up to display the scenes )o£'& 
joy! Here thou must Wander up and"^ 
down the gloomy regions, from <)nciv ' 
age to anotlier ; here thou shalt seek^^q 
for death with groans, but shall never, -i 
find it ; and wish to berediKed to n[€)^r> 
thing, but all to no purpose; here thou x' 
must forever range about in this in^-n 
fectious air, continually lamenting thy^^. 
irreversible sentence, and crying , out il 
witli bitter complaints, in this howling^-;; 
wilderiTess of desperation. Alasj the .f 
longer I wish to be released the more : 
I may ; here I shall always weep, but :• 
no tears can atone for my past of-J: 
fences ! Oh v/hat a dreadful abyss .^j^ 
this, where all nily light is changed in- 
to darkness^ all my joys into sorrow. 
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itU my'8mi]«9 into frowns, all my mirtlt 
iato griefs all yoS^ty into madness^ all 
my «ise into. pain> all roy hope iato 
dsspaafj aft my loyc into hatred, all my 
peace and t-ran^Uity into a vrobxl 
imrrieani^ of coiMno^ions, and all my 
assurance into 2, co^ainty of eaduring 
codless t^roMQts. Wh^t fearM dun- 
geon «. thb, that sin haa cs^t ipe into, 
WUSiTCi no spnechea can be lieard, no 
pnyeara ans^xrerod, no conn>assion 
sroiiii^ ne Qiod to f^x no G^irst tq 
sft^c, ao ho4y spirit (o comfoTt^ no 
hofH^ of I3^1iiel, a^d no yearr of jubilee 
fpv tho rdkaisijag of enslaved captives ! 
Here I xnu$t lie without redemption, 
laAii^ntu^ my wretched state, till the 
judgment of the great and terrible day, 
when mf awazed. body will arise out 
of the dry dust of th^ earth to be re- 
united to this fbrlorq soulj and. to €;on. 
tinu& its inseparable companion in the 
3ttflbring of everlasting pains."' 



Sucli a dismal meeting as this v^ 
one day, cause the devils thetosclveS 
to quake and tremble, as being sensi- 
ble, that their tortures will be atig;-'* 
mentcd to the highest degree of mis*-- 
cry : Oh what a horrid out-cry \*iH' 
there be, when the distracted spiirits oft 
the damned confie in crowds to Palate*' 
their old associates in debauchery?. 
But the lamentations and howiiflW 
will be more hideous, when all tn* 
nun^erous millions of souls and bodies*^ 
standing at the left hand of Christ 
the supreme judM, shall be condemn- 
ed to the lake or fire and brimstone,- 
where the scorching flames of a» 
wounded consciaR|e*5,' v.^U roar lifce 
the thunder of ta^a'lmighty, and the 
smoke of their torments ascend up fo? 
ever ; not such a smoke as arises frdr 
a material fire, but that of God's ficr 
indignation, which will always burn ' 
torture the infernal fiends ; and neV 
be quenched : for v/ere God to tu 
^way his fury from tKo?,<i wretcl 



miscreants, tlieir pains would imme- 
diately cease; since thiit,and that only, 
is the proper fuel whidi feed those in- 
tolerable flames ;, or were God to lift 
;ip the light of his countenance, or to 
show his presence to those perplexed 
i^iritSy the borders of hell would shine 
as bright as the gates of heaven ; but 
it - is inconsistent with his divine jus- 
tice, that any such glimpse of his fa- 
vour should be darted into tliat bot- 
toniless pit of utter despair. 

Therefore it may be avouched for 
ciartain, that there is no other lire in 
tell for the punishment of the damn- 
ed, but what proceeds from the dis- 
pleasure of and absense of the most: 
g^oi'ious supreme being, with the guile 
gf their own wilfulcrimes and noto- 
rious trangresslons. Alas ! The afflic- 
tion is sufficiently great to be banished 
from tlie enjoyment of the chicfest 
good to eternal ages ; as it will farther 
appear by reflecting a little on this fa- 
iiultar instance : what a dreadful dark- 
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ness would overspread the surface of 
the earth, if the sun, ihoon and st^d!S 
should withdraw thdr lig^t, and afi 
the other comforts of this life shoijd 
be removed from us, to as never to t** 
turn again ! What confusion shotiki 
we all be in, how should i^ wander 
about those dark regions^ iti h<q>es -ef 
finding sdttie relief iimongst otir he!g^« 
bours and fricmds, brothers at a ntitt 
remote distance ! But when We com^ 
to urderstand that the same had befai*- 
len ail the rest of mankind, how dis:^ 
consolat^ would our condition appear^ 
how should we despair of succour, and 
look upon ourselves as utterly undone] 
Now if such a temporary withdraw^* 
ing of God's nyrcies in this lower 
world, would occasion so great a ter- 
ror, what must the astQnisament then 
be, to have a sense of being banished 
from his glorious presence to all eter- 
nity in the other life ? 

In that miserable state, the damxted 
>vill incessanlly weep, roar^ and gnasb 



' »5 

-with their teetli, in the extreme hor- 
ror anfl anguish of their souls, to see 
themselves deprived of all hope of 
-mercy ; and their passions will be laig- 
■«d to the highest pitch of fury : there 
tiiose distracted spirits will oitertain a 
•mutual enmity and strive to inhance 
their own misery, branding one ano-, 
tier in the fiery transports of rage, 
with their former crimes andcnornii-' 
ties : there lewd subjects will inveigh 
with bitter execrations against their vi- 
•cious prince, for giving them so bad an 
-example ; there a careless auditor that 
'was not wiHing to receive the word of 
lBftd,«dthtinccrity of heart, wiH loud- 
4j^-'^clann jgtinat those scandalous 
VM'AerS' that preached one doctrine in 
•ihkllt' poIfHtB, ahd acted another in 
lAiAr- Irvei' and conversationj : there 
JadAl^^ chQdren will fly in the fiices 
-•f" thdi' cruel parents, who suffered 
them to nin headlong in their folly, 
IvfaJnbt kiVitig them due correctia^ 
^ltei;p BAnttbfijl -servants, will wnM, 
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their hands and shakft didr beads 
their ungradoua masters and jf04i 
nors, vrba never tookcare to perft^ 
their duty to God, or to those d 
were committed to their cha^. 

There pro6me gazers at aS sorts 
stage^kys, as tragedies, -£iraa, ooU 
dies, drcUls, mountebatda, shoirt, I 
will aD si»t thor fiery venomi'at uv 
Uasi^icmous actors and biifiooni, tl 
I^ylcd the devil's part on the had 
Ous theatres ; there impure niindst] 
took great dd^it in reading licfiiitk 
discourses, will vilify those audadc 
wretches, who mi3-^>eiitso mucb- 
thar predous time in writing sa 
vdfi romances, that served for no od 
purpose, but to corrupt the age, a 
bring so numerous a crowd of pc 
deluded people to that dreadfo] ph 
of confusion ; there the genteel co 
pliant lady of pleasure wul storm a 
outrageously assault those that used 
their wits to debauch her uund yti 
unchaste desires, which {troved so 
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1^ and reduced them to the utmost 
Extremity of misery : There they that 
ygrc enticed to the owimirji^gof enor- 
ioflm cdsoeBj will fadch forth ua- 
ipealcaifalo fraioaches ^ fp^f^ those 
nmam of tempters, that ran about 
|h« Jirarld onaatain's errands^and were 
liip^chief agents; then t|K drunkard 
T^n& be incenaed againat his <dd pot* 
ympanioiis : there one villain will ab» 
fnor anpthcor for. their former consuitai» 
tiqns in the Uack art. Withsuchorud 
Sfviling^ ofmrobrious terms, and bit* 
ter taunts, these wretched miscreants 
wiU be continually galling one ano* 
tlber, to the everlastmg extent of a 
4ismal night, that will always be gild* 
in^ on, but never come near a day of 
reireshment. 

These are same of my serious 
thoughts and r^lections upon what will 
unavoidaUy attend all persons in this 
world and thsit which is to come, who 
wilfully desert the service of the great 
Godf or thatlive and die in the pracf^ 



tice o£ any known sin, or in thc'C 
t«rpt of his just- commands, with 
the true marks of an unfdgned Te[ 
taikce ; such as does not proceed' fi 
a slavish fear, but such as' isthe d 
oflovc,MHiofa hearty sorrow fbrl 
ing offi^ded so gracious and bcrti 
fill a creator. ■ So that upon the w1 
matter, my opinion is, that no n^ 
der those circumstances can'be tapi 
of adoring the deity after adoe inas 
in this world, or of contemplattng 
divine perfections in the future sta 
in regml that by continuing in a 
iul course, he apparently forfeits soj 
rious a privilege : therefore it is ' 
God that excludes him from his filv 
here, or his most comfortablepresie 
hereafter, but his own wilful oI%tina 
for the arms of the divine clemoicy 
ever stretched out to embrace all pi 
tent sinners, that humbly throw tin 
selves into them, through the merifc 
their blessed redeemer ; and I am ] 
suaded, that all those that reject it 
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load ^c^ffisTB . of lovcy would persist in 
niiikig,tf> ctanutjTt if their life were 
to be of tbat diiraticnu 
itflfttemit f^($mlf^pw^ 
jof notf ecmitable justioe, tl^ 
«ns diaiud £ve ror ever iit disft. state 
Aef'bMt courted so long,' and ^narif^ 
lidbf 4idr obstinat^ rebeUion ; for if 
-flbdcfaonld admit them into hit Idncr- 
jkmn^ they would noeet widi nothing 
-dicie,4h«t is^agroe^bbtothttr corrupt 
iBbttore asKl'Vidoftt^ inclinations ^nei- 
jther W90ttld it answer the purpose of so 
vise andjiost a sovereign being. How* 
4Piner if thtee wretdbes could be persua- 
ided to inure themselves by degrees to 
tthe contemplation of the divine attri- 
jmtsBSy and the admirable caccdlencfes pf ^ 
^ihc ever Uessed trinity, they w||3k|^: 
aoon find asweet fore-taste of tharoil^- 
lestial joys, in the present state of life ; 
-but mc natural aversion they have for ' 
]|nirtty, is so unaccountably great, that 
-they had rather make a toock of 6tn, 
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and all that is sacred, than seriaudy:; 
set about the performance <^ soimt^: 
portant a duty. ; > v.: 

To conclude^ I shaH endeavour hx^^i 
ther to illustrate the proceedings oE 
divine jusdce, by a £uniliar instance r- 
siuppose a combination of disloyal mbks 
jects should plot together to vilify due 
of the most powerful princes iir tbel 
world, so far as to break the just kwsj 
of his government, to expose the per-- 
son of his sacred majesty to scorn and' 
contempt, to alienate the minds of the* 
people from their obedience, and aotUr^i 
ally to cause a revolt within his do*i 
minions : suppose likewise the clemcn#^ 
cy of this potentate shoiild be so sin-i ^ 
gular, as . to order a prodamatioh to 
be ^forth, offering a froe pardon to 
all those that lay down the arms of 
rebellion, and come in at a certain: 
time appointed ; but they obstinately; 
refused to submit upon these gradau9\ 
terms^ would you not entertain tbtf 
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gre at est veneration for rach a men* 
99Ay wad kxds: upoD tkit pestilent 
swarm of vipers as raoxe fit ta-dweli 
iif^ii^iiMitlMMbe dttnMois than to be 
dberkbcdimthtlie nvour of so gene^ 
nniftaprmce, who had SQ^fixfdjr oflfer- 
pdPfeffrive ne sgt to such trait^ • <-r- 
o:f< T&e case stands thus'' said I to my 
6ited^ ^ between alm^ty God and 
waouftxnen^; andattheiastday^^uch 
wffl be ojtdiged toown thcur fimy, and 
tb confess, that God is most jvst and 
rij^ittxyus in all his dealings with man<^ 
kind. I added, that if by what had 
been delivered, tlie misery of the wick- 
ed in this fife and in the fntnre state, 
did not appesr to be of their <iwn |Bi^* 
ing, nXt the arguments in the^ttl;^, 
woold be of no force for his cotfnfic<<' 
tion.** Whereupon he answered, ** I 
had indeed produced so many £sur 
proofe, especially such as were con- 
firmed by my own experience, in the 
above mentioned remarkable particu- 
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larsy that he-wa^ s^most coDviaced; flf 
the diviiie jiistice in the punishm^t of 
the widjcsd; so that he would tak<^ ^ 
matter into serious consideration, and 
^ve me a satisfactory answer in a £nft 
months ;" but J heard no farther <)f 
him^ till he recdved his last suootPMial 
to appear before the dreadful tribiuQ«l 
of the great God, when my eoDapaftf 
and advice seemed to be vary Bcccptu^ 
ble to him. It would.be too tedious to 
recite all the discourses that passed bej^ 
tween us during the time or his sickr 
ness ; so that I shall content itsysetfonf 
ly to repeat the chief articles of thenti 
and what may more directly tend to 
the readers advantage ; it being, my 
fliqid-s particular desire that they 
nhiould be printed for the edification 
of others; not doubting but by thii 
means many souls would be broug^ 
to the belief of a Grod, and to KJmhim 
all sorts of Atheistical principle8»^ '> 
• However, I thin^ it expedient to can» 
ceal the name, of this ingenious ^g^ 
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^l)tal!ai»9 in rigatd that he descended pf 

iSf*^^*^^ and there 

Wi irMM' TOfers* of the same namCf 

"]lAb<|lM|^tf^)^^ it aik ab in- 

'^l^piity* ^ Sbroeft he ccniUBuited such 

ikift^llr «llg^ ntit to be ktained ih the 

iMMMy^hb (M'<^^ or of 

it^fiiatiiiaffW hSm : m the Whole 

llMflKfof hblife was s(>iiT^g;ular, and 

dhsMeeiyble to the divine precepts. 

iM'^htdinttdf radur biuy hb&ults 

"ttMUMoiiyfltttiti^^ upon 

-nimd'tJo intnre ageiu fEs natural 

fjlritli'attd cikidowmeQts of mind were 

» tttt^alordbary^ that they rendered 

Us ^ (Xmvergatioh agreeable to person$. 

of the- highest rank and quality ; his 

, ^bcoftMA welrie so polite and pleasant, 

dttt- they charmecl the ears x^ those 

tbt h^dthem ; and few ever attain- 

jSift txi' greater perfection' in the art of 

i^eakihg : but when his arguments 

were kvdled against scripture and rea- 

ton, they wiere easily confuted, as the 

«DOsf -part- trf Athiests generally are ; 



for I am folly persuaded, they zx\ 
contrary to t;heir own sentiments, s 
ly opposing that truth which they < 
not bDt be convinced of in their o 
breast^} as plainly appears, when t 
tome to take their last farewel t 
vain world, on which they have 
long doated, and are ready to lau 
out into the bottomless ocean of e 
nity. 

Tliis gentleman believed be she 
die at the first beginning of his a 
ness, and I was with hjm every.f 
for the space of three or four no 
as long as it continued, that is to i 
about five or six weeks ; during wl 
time, through the divine mercy, 
Itad his senses preserved in a worn 
ful manner, escept some small in 
vals of frenzy, occasioned by the ■ 
lence of his distemper. I came 1 
to him on the second day of his indij 
dtioD, when he expressed his great 
to see so old an acquaintance and t 
a friend, as he was pleased to call m 
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hka ^'bcMir he did, and what 
liidBcii^'tb dgectedif inn'oe;rtook 
«b»tipf 'te^taf *'tpefetdr>^; tteOa to 
liJUUikit at ttuli slUdtt^iljrJd^t^tdttisis 

* s ^ AT r Saldlie, -vltitfdio V(ud 
^nadcMtafidiB^ as to Mig^ I am 

AiM:to-di^ ? Sup td Aidi thdi&ghts 

INb'intfVlooidd nUtirt daXti'^m as 
and: ootinge, as I .'jave encountered 
#tBeiayjii th^'fielid dfbiitthf^t^ em- 
'Wide k: a» fredy, Ml ^ver"^ any 
fi^riid whom I ehtirdv loved : for I 
iBiiodiing'in thh' wtMrM tluit is worth 
tj^xeuns of keejnng. I have made 
UU of most states and tohditions of 
ttf;,I' have contumed at' home for a 
MnderaSile time, and tiav^ed abtxmd 
innfiirdffli parts ; thkve been rich and 
pow ; I baT&lmbti raised to Jioxkmr and 
rtfftred in a high degree ; I have also 
boNK «:ifx)sed to scorn and contempt; 
liav^ heen wiifeand foolish ; I have 
ciq)erienced the difference between 
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virtue and vice, and every thinglfcat 
was posdble for a man in my station j, 
30 that I am capable of distinguishing 
. what is really good and praise-worthy, 
and what is not : now I see with a clear- 
er sight than ever, and discern a vast^ 
difference between the vain licentious 
discourse of a libertine, and the sound 
arguments of a true believer : for 
though the former mayexpresshimseJf 
more finely than the latter, so as to 
puzzle him with hard questions and 
intricate notions, yet all amounts to no 
more, than the fallacy of a few airy 
repartees, which are never affected by 
sober christians, nor capable to elude 
the force of solid reasons : but now E 
know how to make a distinction be- 
tween them ; and 1 wish from the bot- 
tom of my heart, I had been so sensible 
of my error in the time of my health ; 
then I had never had those dreadful 
fore-tastes of hell I now have : oh what 
a sad account have I to give of a long 
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life spent in sin and folly ! I look beyond 
the fears of a temporal death ; all the 
dread that you perceive in me, arises 
from the near approach I make to aii 
eternal death ; for I must die, to live 
to 231 eternity." 

Having heard these surprizing ex- 
pressions, I was extremely transported 
with the contrary passions of joy and 
fear, and these affections were raised 
to such an equal height, that I could 
not perceive for a while which would 
get the mastery; for I was so well 
pleased with the sight of such a sud- 
den reformation in so great a sinner, 
and at the same time so much start- 
led at his despairing of salvation, that 
I was not able to make any reply 
for the present ; but upon mature de- 
liberation, I answered him to this ef- 
fect : 

" My real and affectionate friend, 
whose peace and happiness I value at 
so h'gh a rate, that I could part with 
all th it 5s dear to me in this world, so 
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that I might by any means be m$tru« 
inental in the savii^ of thy predo^s 
soul in the day of the Lord Jesus^ what 
transports of joy could I express, to 
see such a glorious chanjge, which t 
hope will speedily turn the fiercenes^ 
of God's wrathful indignation against 
thee, into pity here, and mercy h»^ 
after. Why are your spirits cast down^ 
and why do you show tlie marks of 
despondency ? Prostrate thyself before 
the mercy seat of thy almighty creator^ 
and rely on him with a perfect trust; fbi: 
though a late rejpentance is very doubt* 
£ul, yet there is sufficient ground of 
hope, if it be sincere. Let me re- 

Suest this of you, seriously to examine 
iie state of your soul, and to see how 
accounts stand between God and your 
conscience : disperse all those black and 
melancholy thoughts, that strike a ter* 
ror into your nund, and seem to fill 
you so full of amazement. Yciu are 
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sensible, that despair is a fore4a&te cf 
bell, and one of the devil^s engines, bf 
the meaas of ixrhich he makes sure oi 
fbosetbat adhetie to him, and inducer 
ih/BM to 42ast off all jiG^ of salvation | 
tbtt I firmly bdfere, Frakoi^ Spira 
i6^d tnaasf odier despc^^ng soute 
flfilj^ have been ^orified ^ts iii 
heatven, Uf they co«M have rdyed oh 
iQtod's in&iite merqr* Therefore let 
tot entreat thee for Christ's sake, and 
for the lov€ c^ thy own immortal soul, 
iudiia^Y to believe, that there is it 
B^IBdtnt quantity ck tiood in that 
ibuntaun of 1%, to deanse thee froni 
^ thy pollutions. I hope the horror 
that seems to overwhdm thy spirits 
doed not proceed from a panic fear of 
hdl, but from a reflection, that thou 
hast emended God, in the breaking of 
his ju^ laws and ordinances/' 

As soon as I had made an end of 
speaking, the gentleman burgt forth 
into tears intermi^Siied with sighs and 
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groaiis^ and said, ^^ why do you cfia* 
cover so great a love for my soul, as1x) 
be so tender of my salvation, in .,i»- 
gard you Imow the vanity of my for- 
fncT Ufe, and nuty call to mind how 
many discourses I made with: you. a* 
gainst a future state? Take no pity txf 
me, who had no compassion of my- 
self ; for how happy might I have been 
if I had acted conformably to the r:ulgs 
of the holy scriptures, and*'had made 
reli^on my sure guide. It was ijot 
that I disbdieved the being -of a God^ 
a divine priovidence, a heaven and 
hell, but I would not have it so, be- 
cause the course of my life was so re- 
pugnant to such principles ; for alas ! 
There is nothing we sec or converse 
with, but plainly discovers a supr^ne 
being ; so that when at any fime I 
have discoursed vnth others of jny 
own persuasion, I have perceived ^uch 
incoherent absurdities, in their seve- 
ral disputes against a Deity, as havip 
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•Aen finde me suspect, they hayc 
argued contrary to their own judg^ 



* -^ 1 1 1 : 



^ I ha!V€ ako observed^ that when 
men came to leave this wbrld^ 
4hcyhxwbcenin a strange confbnon^ 
ttot kaowing what to plod for them* 
«dv€8 i and when at any time the de- 
irfl mdted me to bdiisvey that this ef- 
^Act was only produced by the violence 
-^ Asir .distemper, or the sujrsrestion 
mi some priest^Tcodd not bTrecon. 
died -to that bdief, by reason that I 
^inve found the senses oif those persons 
more apprehen^ve and quick at such 
a tiine tnan at any other. I have seen 
BBaay others in perfect health, in a 
terrible consternation and anxiety of 
mind, not so mudi for the loss of their 
friends, as the danger they apprehend- 
ed in a future state, which appeared 
to me as one of the strongest proofs 
of\he being of a God ; and then I con- 
sidered, if any of them died in des- 
pair, what would be the occasion of 

\2 
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it, but the fearfial apprehensions of a 
future judgment, 

^^ Such thoughts as these often toc^ 
deep impression in my mind, but how 
I find the certainty of what I then 
doubted. Oh wretched and uncomr 
fortable state of sin, the source of all 
my miseries ; the object of all that is 
evil ! How happy might I have been^ 
if I had freed myself from the snares 
of the devil ; how calm and serene 
would ajl my thoughts have been, how^ 
sweet and pleasant my repose ; how 
delightful might I have spent the flow- 
er of my age, in the unerring paths o£ 
virtue, where I might have used rfie 
innocent recreations of life, without 
th;^ least dissatisfaction of mind, or re* 
morse- of conscience ? But how did sa- 
tan hurry me on, from one act of sin 
to another, interrupting my peace, 
and depriving me of that tranquility of 
mind, which is only capable of bring- 
ing human nature to real happiness ! 
Oh that I had been removed out of 
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afl die storms and hurricanes of vice^ 
and placed amidst the gentle breezes 
of humility ! Oh that I had escaped 
those dangerous snares that so easily 
cntraped me, and had walked on with- 
out any disturbance, in the direct road 
of integrity ; how steadily might I have 
steered my course through this turbu- 
lent world, if holiness of life, and pu- 
rity of conversation, had freighted my 
onpty vessel, in its short voyage to 
eternity! 

" Oh • hat I had retired to my clo- 
set, and there spent my precious time 
in performing private devotions, free 
irom the bustle and hurry of a thou- 
sand allurements that draw the un- 
thinking multitude into folly ! Oh the 
most comfortable sweetness of such a 
delightful retirement, during which I 
might have had the supreme deity my 
familiar companion, and the divine 
expressions of holy writ my sole dis- 
course ! In this happy solitude, I might 
have learnt the whole dutv of man. 
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and been tihorcmgUy ihttrudM & aB 
the principles of chiistian pferfectioti^ 
there I might have been made ioA 
Ue, that the study of attainhig koM^ 
^lie wisdom, is the only means to |^ 
serve asbul in the state of-innbeieii^^ • 
and to secure it from impuft.pdffiK 
tions ; there I mi^t have raised'^ 
dull thoughts to We hi^est fitidkr^ 
sublime meditation, and maw iMSi^ 
ble suit to the court of heaven seve& 
times a day, with fervent prayen vapA 
supplications : then I might*hlve fr&f» 
ly conversed with my sovereign crtat 
tor, and called upon him* to be nrf 
chiefest aid in the day of adverrit^i 
then I might have had a good plea td 
put in at the bar of the great ^nbunai; 
when the supreme judge of heaven and 
earth, shall sit on the throne dF hk 
glory, ready to pass sentence on thi 
just and the unjust, and t<y make tt^ 
tribution to alt men, accMdiiig' til 
their vriflto.'* 
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F> thcA-l zqdied, '^ s^, I plainly per- 
iPRKic^ tlicse 19 DO longer any need of 
f^giiagi0YOiiihcbfimg of a 6od^ or 
A&Oe^Maatyof a future^state, an4 that 
jni<arei|ow come to be of my opini- 
,%f^-4iere is no real Atliieist in the 
Jn^4]io]ugh there are many practi- 
^ gpoSt ' I cannot e^vess how great 
jMUJ^fectton it is to me, that you have 
Unqd yjQurpelf and me the. trouble of 
lg^::6aakhfx disputes on this article, 
fj^Gh-.ni^ht have taken up much of 
Jt^ short lime of your life that is now 
Jlfft, and would prove a main obsticle 
:fe your salvation, as I^ear it has hap- 
PQaiBd with respect to many, who 
J^ve. spent the greater part of their 
Iflisfc minutes in such conferrences, that 
fpight have tended much more to the 
igdinng pi themselves and others, in 
^ time of their health, than in the 
last few days of their sickness; for I can 
discern but small hope of salvation, 
when a man leaves the world, di^ut- 
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ing about tte Essence or flttrKnitBjflf 
almi^ty God his soverdgii creaDoA^ 
^ Therefore I wotdd advise ifl clfirl^ 
tiara, never to ennge thct ttidv e s -tt^ 
such dangerous msputatiomy V^^ 
tiiey come witUn t few day* j«iBfehk^ 
^f the gra^, and it is my ^arn w t ^ 
quest to all ministerB, as fiir tfpft^lii^ 
in thdf power, tddedine t^Jickft^ 
of sudbi controversies with tikanhj^%^ 
Aeir last extremity ; since tihat is-dif^' 
most proper time to perform- alB ik!df 
of faiui, by rehearsing tlirsHidBS^^ 
their creed, stedfiutly besUevii^^tiie^' 
^dne revdation, and yic^ng an abso- 
lute assent to lus holy will and coftif-'^ 
mandments, without the least waiMi^ 
ing: for if adying person hasfiuth, whaflE 
need is there of any further disputter 
If not, there is no salvation to be fSbi 
pected; in regard that it is plainly ^dS 
pressed in holy scripture, ^ diat « 
that believes shall be saved, andhetBi 
does not shall be damned :' not hi 
fJiat it is very necessary that 'suc 
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gp&U should be handled and discus- 
3C|d thoroughly in due season by all 
oidcss and degrees of meny by 'which 
queans they imay be made caq^ble to 
qfj^m themsdviss in the true £dth, 
aj^to maintuB it against the unreaaon-i 
^iiie cai41s of Atheists and libertines ; 
bit ^ person in a dying condition, will 
^id: it a stifliciently hard task, to with- 
8|juid the fiery darts and furious as- 
Qldtsofthedeviltn his last agony ; so 
2fM> be obHgicd to cry out with the ut« 
QBOSt earnestness and ardency of spirit, 
Iq^ i believe, help thou my unl:N?lief. 
.*'This I hope, sir, will be your main 
Igigines^ while these few sands are run- 
qjiig put of your almost empty glass : 
1^ me entaeat you to lay aside all 
^9V<Shts of those disputes you ever 
had with me or any others against the 
bewg or justice of God ; but seriously 
r^ct on those weighty reasons that 
^^Koere so powerful as tp confute your 
former arguments, and assure y cur- 
se^, that God, whcKis just in the pu- 
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nishing of vain disputers, will ex 
the arms of his infinite mercy to 
. if yoif sincerely repent of all ' 
enormous sins and transgressions, 
3 dlae abhorrence and detestation 
Keying that he is able and willir 
save you, one of the greatest sin 
I do not think it expedient, that 
ing our conferences, we should an 
each other word for word, as is i 
in other cases, except where there 
cSsion for the resolving of any dt 
Qr scrupks ; in regard that such a 
ticular method of discoursing, w 
not now prove very beneficial to 
I or be suitable to your present cir 
• stances ; tliis not being a conve: 
season for long discourses, but a ; 
space of time to be prudently spe 
ir.aking a due preparation for 
great change. 

" Then let me exhort you, goo 
to lay aside all despairing thou 
that may discompose the temp 
_)our mind, and consider what tei 
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tkm you are to grapple with in this; 

pur last encou&ter with the enemy of 

jfonrsoid; fightmanfutty under Christ's^ 

Wwdard i summon up all the strengtlv 

of grace {improve your £uth and pa- 

.tienoe ; aigue judiciously against the 

fipprent terrors of the divine judg- 

flKnts; and muse not too much on 

iViat you might have been, but consi- 

(ipr what you may be, if you gain this 

Jut victory over the world, the flesh, 

and the devil: survey every part of your 

soul, and pbserve carefully where it is 

chiefly exposed to danger ; then make 

all safe and .secure, by prayers and 

tears, by useing sound arguments and . 

Iseeping a diligent watch. There are 

indeed m^ny temptations that may 

seem very difficult to be overcome, in 

this your first entrance on a religious 

course ; nevertheless trust in God, and 

I doubt not but through the merits o£ 

the evcr-blesscd Jesus, you may at last 

mrove victorious,and triumphantly en- 

^r upon the state of everlasting bliss/' 
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The gentleman returned an answer 
to this e&ct, 'M am in a straight 'be-*: 
^yrccn hope and despair, justice, and 
^ercy, somettmes I entertain a pleasing 
thought of God^s favours, and at others^ 
dread his vengeance against me the vir, 
lest of sinners. O cursed day , in whlc^ 
I. blasphemously disputed agaiqst th^ 
being, of God, the remembrance 9^ 
those Atheistical arguments make deejp^ 
wounds in my soul, ^ud gall s^y cp^-^ 
science to the quick, upon the sad re* 
flection, that I should so preposter-^ 
ously argue against the dictates of my, 
own natural reason. Oh that I could 
summon, before the tribunal of a free 
cpiiscience all those pretended* Atheists 
that range about like so many noxious. 
!iietpents to dart their venom into the 
purest thoughts, and make it their 
whole business to render others as pro- . 
fane as themselves : I could now put 
them to silence by undeniable demon- 
strations, and convince them by my 
^iJV'D woful experience ; thgi they 
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niight plainly perceive how much 1 
^Mior their vain notions, which I for- 
Merly took upon me to maintain, and 
that I am not crazed or distracted, as^ 
some of them may report me to be, 
when I am laid low in the cbld grave, 
and cannot rise to answer for myself: 
kt them seriously peruse these my last 
dfmg discourses, comparing them with 
the former, and they will soon discern 
which are moR ' agreeable to sound 
reason^ 

\ ^* I am now free to declare my sen- 
timents, without fear or shame, with*' 
put bribery or partiality, without flat^ 
qry or reserve, I have a witness wtiS 
in my own breast that cannot lie, or 
bringiri a£dse verdict ; an upright judge 
tkiat determines according to true mat- 
ter of fact ; ^ vigilant conscience that 
will not be lullai asleep: time was, 
when I refused tqiiear its charms, char« 
med it never so swecdy, but now I give 
attentive heed to its prudent dictates ; 
although it maizes a dreadful aoise Uk^ 
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the roaring of a lion, and fiUa r 
horror and amazement ; yet i 
may be much niOTe tolerably e 
now, than to all eternity ; but 
became sensible of its checks t< 
how happy might I haVe beer 
in due time, enterttuDcd the ! 
viceof sotnieafKcnd! Oh fill 
to me, when I stifled its strongi 
victions, and would hiearkcn ) 
pfitsreproofe! How often was 
pd by that feithful monitor, to ] 
day and contemplate by night 
no anxio\i3 fears about a futui 
would have sdzed on my di 
fioul in the time of my greatet 
1 am now very sensible, that 
considerations is the most eu 
moter of true wisdom, tempera 
best physic, and a good conscie 
noblest inheritance ; nay had I 
sand worlds at my disposal, I coi 
ly part with all, for that most 
Jewel of mestimable value. 
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' « I cannot but call to mind a few ^ 
imittble expressions upon th^ ^ybjcjct^ 
.uttered by an excdQieji]: per$Qi>age in 
the time of hjs health c « The testi- 
-ihohy of a gQp4 cpn^ciepce, said hCi 
'Is inpr^ pjreqous to me thap tpn thou- 
jtand tuns of gojd ant} silver; for what 
lis all the treasures pf the wpric}, if I l^m 
diepriyed of peacp in Qiy own breast ? 
5y the serenity of jpy mind, and the 
^nocency of my life, I enjoy a perfect 
freedom, from all the guilt, that ever 
and anon arjses from the rancour of 
an ulcerated conscience : I have en- 
•dured, continued he, the* pains of the 
latter for some time, but now I find 
inexpressible transports of pleasure, 
that arise from the other ; so that were 
tnere no future state to reward the vir- 
tuous or to punish the vicious, yet I 
daily meet with such 4?icctablc streams 
continually flo\ving from the sweet 
springs of religion, that I had much 
rather choose Jumility and an exem- 
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y hoUness of conversation^ ii» tk|f ' 

rnest garb, than Atheism and pro^? 

ieness in their purple robes of state: 7 

f I now retain a perfect tranquility^ol^ 

ind, void of all despsdrinj^ thoiffihUi^ 

oat used to give it so' much ^sc 

urbance, and am quite fireed ir6nf' 

those slavish fears that pursue wickod 

tnen in all their private retiremenft Y 

therefore I will have frequent recourse- 

to prayer and divinq nieditation, ^e*' 

gulating all my actions according to 

tne exact model of virtue, ai)d dipetit^^ 

ing my course through the turbukfit 

sea of this world, by the in£allible cO A» 

pass of truth, that will certainly con^" 

vey me safe to the desired haven; 

where all storms will cease^ and b 

succeeded by the refreshing gales t 

everlasting rest/' 

Hereupon I took an opportuni 
to insinuate to my sick friend. **TI 
there could not be a more nota 
mark of a true convert, than a 
detestation of all the follies of yr 
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^th a ^cere desire of redaimuig o* 
tben as well as himself; which divine 
indples I perceived was so innrafted 
^ his nature^ since the tixne of nis vi- 
fskatlpn, that I doubted not but before 
be laid down this tabernacle of day^ 
l^would find as sweet a fore*taste of 
Sjpk)d consciences as that worthy per.- 
son whom he had but now mention- 
cdL'' Then J proceeded in my dis- 
Qdurse to him, in the following terms, 
** take care to steer your course in the 
same channel wherein this able pilot, 
whom you have produced as an ex- 
ample is gone before ; never doubting 
in the least, but you may arrive at the 
same harbour of peace and tranquility ; 
and though your voyage may be but 
short, yet your vessel may be as well 
freighted for eternal rest, as any other 
whatsoever. Meditate a while on what 
happened to the penitent tliief on the 
gross, who no sooner believed but was 
saved : go into Christ's ^dncyard, and 
see your dear redeemer bestowing the 
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sime reward on poor lazy wi 
who had been gazing about, in 
posture, till the sun was ready 
and began to labour in the cool 
evening, only for the space of om 
hour, as on those that had bor 
fetigue of a toilsome day : hark, 
triumphing there is in the Nc¥» 
salem above, at the conversii 
one v^un offender, and what ad 
tions of joy the careful she 
makes, upon the finding of hi 
lost sheep out of thp number 

hundred : do but think of the w 

• I? 

that searched every comer cq 
house, in quest after her lost pfi 
sihrer, till having at last fbrtuii 
lighted upon it, she run out int 
streets, and with great exultatich 
led her friends and neighbours 
thcr, saying rqoicc with'me, fori 
found the piece which I had lost. 
** Therefore my beloved friend, I 
entreat thee to cry oi^t earnestly, 
thejprodigal son, ta the eternal i 
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(iF^irits, fether I have sinned against 
heaven and in thy sight, and am no 
ibpre worthy to be called thy child : fly 
^eedily to the rock of protection, for 
rrfiiojc, and be will most gradoxisly o- 
gta his outstreached arms, to take thee 
uito his sweet embraces ; look stead- 
nsfly on the map of faith, and thou 
^t iind the situation of paradice eii- 
afcdy delineated ; rehearse the articles 
tf^mf creed, with christian magnani- 
tfirty f rccerve the suppfer of thy. dying 
Lord, with meeknc .i and thanksgiv- 
ing ; survey the shore of eternal rest, 
With ah accurate circumspection, so 
shalt thou find means to avoid those 
dangerous rocks and quick-sands, that 
the storms of a wounded spirit may 
drive thee upon : enter into a solemn 
covenant with that true religion, 
which will secure thy sinking soul 
from the dreadful abyiss of utter de- 
struction ; reflect a little on the life of 
St. Augustine that pious Bishop of 



l^jp^'-ao as to abhor the follies oPlA; 
YOUthi tut to retwn the sbceHty w" 
m ttUt conversion ; strive earsncstly 
to Bidte thy soul to God, by acts of 
ftkhy with an absolute recumb-ency 
lipoaUl gracious promises, and ah en-' 
fire- Taaignation to his divine will: tQ' 
awdnde, prepare thyself for a longer 
life'4 or a. speedy death, and let all thy 
tnordiaate desires and corrupt inclina- 
">:b* suddenly dispersed like the' 
g clouds, when the bright rxjt ' 
-- irtg sun begin to gild the tops 

af'd^ Western hills. 
f ** It cannot be improper or unreasoq- 
jiWe, here to produce the wholesotrif 
advice given to this purpose by a ctx 
taift heathen philosopher, who sail? 
**in^faKit no longer a matter of dispu' 
wliat are marks and signs of a v' 
tiHAis person, but immediately 7 
about it, and endeavour to becd* 
sudi a one." Then let me beseech t' 
by all that is sacred, to be na&fix 



119 

aifice thy life- and every thing else. 
t|at is most dear to thee in this world, 
t^ktf than o&nd God for the future, 
i^ tliought, word or deed ; never ^ve 
^ So those base temptations that 
ojqf draw thy serious thoughts from 
^^ieiiding on the infinite goodness of 
mf onmipoteat and all-sumcient crea-^ 
tar} lay thy sins open before him, and 
ipw him of thy trouble ; pour out 
tbf complaint to him in the anguish 
Q^y purity and meekly plead at the 
bJKt of nis mercy, for the assbtance of 
Lti saving grace. 

^Then 1 doubt not, but the great God 
Jdu)vah will enrich thy precious soul 
with the dew of divine in^iration, 
aad ingraft in thy mind that know- 
ledge which passes all understanding ^ 
to the end that all the acts of thy 
death-bed repentance may be so real 
^d sincere in every particular, as there 
may be nothing to startle or terrify 
thee in that last minute when the 
dammy sweats of death wHl b^mear 



12Q 

all the parts of thy chill body, wlien 
tliy eyes begin to dose, and thy pulse 
lif^ with mc slowest motion ; w^n 
thy feet are. cold, and the knuckles of 
thy fingers be^ to grow stifiF 2^ 
crooked) God grant tMt all thy prpy- 
ers and tca^s, sighs and dyiag ffcoofis 
may be crowned with a well grounded 
hope of everlasting glory in the heaveii- 
ly mansions ; where angels sing aloud 
the praises of their great creatCH*, and 
all tlie sons of God are filled with eotd- 
less joy ; So that when you have tak^ 
your ultimate farewell of this frail la* 
bernacle of moultering clay, all that 
survive may peruse these your last es- 
says with raptures of admiration^ at 
the sight of so glorious a change in 
the morals of a professed Atheist : who 
can tell, but that your real conversion 
may promote the salvation of miany 
souls in the great day of ?iccount ; and 
you must needs be sensible, that they 
that are instrumental in the bringing 
of many straglers in the by-path ot 
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^'m td tbe straj^t toiid df righteous- 
ifttalt dstie as the stars tor ev^r- 
/aUdncnre in thi highest sfbkrc 

dnpAital 6)rfas ; birt if you de* 
this uftr^ith a- fmstrust of the 

tnercyv your case may be for 
deij^arate^ and your loss irreco- 

le i^ehtfehian rep!yed» *^ that my 
vifiCTc accompanied with so 
jcomrtbtiony that were he in {ier- 
health ahd sure to survive the fii« 
o£ the umverse^ he should be 
to ab(Ucate all sensual plea* 
and to entertain those saying 
tiiat bring so great delight aiid 
ion c^ mind, as must neids 
such an ardent affection ibr a 
life^ as not to be willing to be di* 
ef it for all the profits of a 
^^—^w course. 
mtU'^ Kbw" said hc,*M look upon re- 
^'^tjlfon as a sure guide to heaven, and 
"Mil JKiverdgn dispenser of human feli- 
^tfi whose ways are smooth axvd 

_ L 
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straight, and all her paths are «peafae 
and assurance forever ; her disccmnei 
are incomparably plea&uit and chamw 
ing ; her votaries fiill of f^erous ami 
and virtue. The practitioners in this 
noble science of piety, never faU dot 
by the way, about indi&rent inattei% 
nor go about to excuse their own ne- 
glects, or extenuate their faults } hvX 
are the same in their private retires 
ments, as in their public stationsjf 
they pray in secret with the same ala- 
crity and sedateness of mind, 2S in the 
house of God : they are always intent 
upon hearing the word of truth in 
ardency of affection and singleness of 
heart, without the least tincture of 
hypocracy or haughtiness of spiirit ; 
not coveting to be seen or taken no- 
tice of by men, but to be approved of 
by their gre^t creator, whose divine 
commandments they well know to be 
most useful and advantageous in the 
present state of life, even though there 
were no other to be expected : thcv are 
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sensible, that it is sincerity which te- 
conanfends them to the favour of God 
aitdman, and settles such an everlast- 
img peace m their own breast, that 
Bcitther the malice of devils nor damn- 
^ spuits shall ever be able to deprive 
fltCfft of it ; they believe they were sent 
Into the world for no other purpose, 
tat topraise the sovereign Lo^^^ it 
gome tune here on earth, »^^|v5be 
maxfe capable of enjoying him 

in^<saven. 

^•^ Then by the assistance of his Bftlf^ 
^irit, I will spend the short remains 
of my life in so religious an exercise, 
that I may not be startled at that fa- 
tal hour which I find coming on apace, 
by the sensible decays of nature ; let 
none of my friends be afraid of telling 
of me the truth : for I perceive it is 
high time to double my guard, and 
putallina posture of defence; I seethe 
king of terrors is making his near ap- 
proach, and ready to luncc his kcca 
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in into my trembling hearty I aee 

friends begin to despair, alid the 

m in which I lay imitates the shades 

ieath, so that when a few dayi more 

t passed, I shall be, as if I never had 

y being in this world. Now I be- 

^Te in the Lord Jesus, Lord help; my 

nbelief ! O blessed God, have po xe- 

^rd to my former errors, but grad* 

jusly pardon the unfaithfulness of my 

past life ; now I am ready to rehearse 

the artides of my Christian faith^ and 

to prepare for eating that divine breads 

and drinking that aromatic wine, in 

remembrance of what was done for 

me. Oh that I had longer to live in 

this world, that I might do and suffer 

more for the son of God, who left his 

farther's kingdom to redeem vile sin- 

jiers, of whom I am chief ! 

•' Lord thou knowest, that Thomas 
thine apostle, called in question the 
truth of thy resurrection, and would 
. not be persuaded to believe, till he hac 
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tfarttstluB band into thy wounded side, 
ahd^w the prints of tifc nails m tliy 
fatrred hands and feet j nevertheless, 
thou had*st compassion- on his infirmi- 
ty, and broitight him to the full belief 
m what he before doubted. Lord, 1 
ttedfiutly bdieve thy birth, life, cruci- 
fixiott, death, burial, decension into 
hefi, Resurrection, ascension into hea- 
Tcn, and thy future glorious coming 
igaiti at the last great and terrible day, 
whtn the Archangel's trump will 
sound, the dead ^rise, and all the prim- 
itive generations that have laid asleep 
jh the dust of the earth, and deep of 
the sea for many thousands of vears, 
win fiorce open the iron-gates or their 
t)risons, and come forth to seethemean- 
mg of so strange a revolution ; when 
the poles of the globe of the universe, 
win cease to bear their weight, and the 
dements wiH mdt with fervent heat ; 
w^en all mankind then living, will be 
itrddetaly translated, and summoned to 

L 2 
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nd amidst the numerous croud. fyt 

ebarof thesupreme tribimal, thereitp 

ceive with the rest of their brethren^ 

final sentence, pronounced by the just 

idge of heaven and earth. I behev:e 

hat the righteous shall for ever reigii 

.n the celestial kingdom, \}ut the pirq-r 

fane will lurk under the dark clouds 

of everlasting despair, calling to jthp 

rocks to cover and protect them froni 

the fury of almighty vengeance ; all 

these amajsirg truths, I as firmly be^ 

lieve as if they now appeared before 

my eyes. 

" O Lord, I beseech thee, remember 
not how vain I have been, or how vile 
I am in myself, but bathe my soul in 
that inexhaustible fountain of bloody 
which flowed from thy gaping wounds 
when thou did'st vouchafe to hang oa 
the tormenting cross, to atone for my 
transgressions: Lord, thou hast waded 
through streams of blood, being se^ 
forth by thy eternal father, to be a pro 
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intbtion, for the sins of those that rely 
on th^ for 'salvation; I am come to 
OTtvcy the field in which thou was 
betnryed, and to walk in the garden 
w-hcre thou did'st sweat great drops of 
blood ; I will run directly to thy cross, 
and behold that dreadful and astonish- 
ingspectade; diligently observing what 
wounds the perfidious Jews made on 
thy sacred body; I will view the crown 
of thorns that encircled thy divine 
temples, and ^launched thy refulgent 
head, till the blood tridded down 
over all the parts of thy most preci- 
ous body : Lord, I had rather choose 
to die than to deny thee again, 
which ^'as a failing in Peter, one of 
the most eminent of thy apostles : al- 
though iiry sins be of a crimson-dye, 
nevertheless thou can*st make them 
as white as snow; and although they be 
as red as scarlet yet thou can*st cleanse 
them till they appear as pure as wooL 
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^ If I perish, it shall be at the pbolifif 
ethesda, or at the throne of thy gnoe^ 
j¥eet Jesu ! Where ais vile iinnen « 
nyseif hare been received into the 
irk of thy inefl^ble love : O cast me 
not away from thee, but take me mto 
thy favour whatever may happen^ 
come life, come death, I will show my 
zeal for thy name to ^ture ages, ana 
free myself from all impure imagina^^ 
tions ; holiness and righteousness shaB 
adorn my soul to the utmost period dP 
life : though legions of infernal friends 
and despauring thoughts may encrai- 
pass me on all sides, and lay dose 8eig& 
to the fort of my hope, nevertheless I 
will rally all my broken forces, and 
never suflFcr myself to be drawn away 
from thy protection ; for I already feel 
my languid spirits reviving, and know 
there is help at liand. Blessed redeem^ 
er, thou did'st not descend from the' 
bosom of thy eternal farther into this. 
vale of misery to save the righteous. 
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ilQt to call sinners to repentance ; thou 
<}kL'st not appear to fight the battle fot 
tbe potent, but to assist, succour, and 
^Idtend the weak : Lord, here is need 
of'thy help, this is a work fit for thy 
htand^ and thy mighty arm ; O come 
qulddy, here are legionsof temptations 
in battel-array ; all are striving who 
shall gain the victory over my mnting 
80b1; Lord, I am full of wounds, 
and in a forlorn condition, so that if 
thou do'st not speedily come in with 
finesh recruits, I shall sink under the 
oppression of my enemies, and swoon 
away at the foot-stool of thy mercy 

. **0 most gracious Saviour, refiesh 
my droopinff spirit by the admirable 
virtue of this consecrated bread and 
M^ine, and let my languishing soul be 
so far revived by thy immediate pres- 
ence, as to be enabled to gain the final 
fa^Jttel against those three numerous 
armies, the world, the flesh, and * the 
dciil, thzt are now so powerful in their 
last assault: Lord, givcmc victory 



now or never ; this is the fatal slrt 
that must inevitably iall on one side 
.the other ; on this criticil junctUK 
time, depends a crown of glory,- 
everbsting' chains of darkness; '4 
good or l^d success in this dangeri 
encounter, will be attended with- 
eternity of joy or misery. O bks 
Lord, remember not the follies of i 
youth, nor the sins of my dissol 
course of life ; neither call to mind i 
notorious unbeUef, but let the j^a; 
and tears which are now put up 
me by thy faithful servants, maki 
sufficient atonement through tlqr 
finite merits for all my past offen 
and transgressions, so that iniqu 
may not prove my utter ruin." The 
nitent gentleman had no sooner c 
eluded his discourse, but I told him, 
perceived the frame of his heart mel 
with such real contrition and Godlyf 
row for all his former miscarriages : 
failings, that I had reason to believe 
h^d overcome the wicked one ; but i 
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ucii as there was little hope of his 
tinuance here, I exhorted him to be 
[iliil to the last gasp, since by that 
ins and no other, he might expect 
;ain a crown of liiFe. And although 
trial of his love to God and reli« 
1, was of so short duration, never- 
ess I judged it to l^ real and cor- 
; 50 that I firmly believed had 
. longer space of time allowed him 
lis world, lie would spend it in obe- 
ICC to the divine commandments : 
dcd that almighty God knew the 
et intentions of his heart, as well as 
limsclf, and if he were unfeignedly 
Ived for his service, whether he was 
lined for life or death, the same in- 
cly merciful God, would accept oi 
sincere, though late repentance, 
receive iiim as kindly into his glo- 
is'Kingdom, as if his days had been 
jn up with a long scries of religious 
xises, and iloble actions/' 
also admonished him to consider. 
■ happy an hour that was when God 



wrought so wonderful a change mit 
in him. O fortunate mistake (said Qf 
when you lost the way to the city q£e 
destruction, and fell into the road thaft) 
leads to Sion ; O love that holy guidejfc- 
who took so much pains in orderiii^ 
thy foot -steps in those blessed paths^ 
and has now conducted thee to thebqt^ 
ders of everlasting bliss. Do but makifa' 
one reflection upon the whole mattei^' 
that it is not the power of a frail manul 
but of an omnipotent God, that h:^ 
brought about this great change ; anqU 
and for your farther encoujgg ^nvnf i jP 

shall expose to your view, 

pnzsfqr which you.&rc %|tti|i&| 

vpig,'anti runflipg,^ and ih^.^ miimi 
thaw aq inun^pes^ble diad?ifl,ofj^iy(,5 
a'irio^t fesplendCRt !crtiwn4^ ?m^ii 
fudes nor loses ks lustre iAiV\p^<fgff., 
h^litftil ; CQjtntry^ wlw.r^ »i«»:Wtt?. 
are . once, ^s . urivedi , there, ue^ J^| 
cr^gy rocks t^o ix (^bed, mtjl^n^i 
deserts tO.be^isscd over, np-i BTO Wft g 
cades to suq)Ewe, no free-booters tf 
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r6b, nor fears to terrify; no race to be 
run, no exlemies to be encountered, nor 
siti to be di^ded, no ravenous beasts 
t6 devour^ no serpents to bite, nor 
seo^fHons to sting, no rivers to be for- 
dfed, nor storms to be weathered ; no 
thiftider to amaze, nor vnnds to freeze, 
nor sun to scorch ; no thirst to be 
quenched, no hunger to be satisfied, 
nornight to bespent in irksome watch* 
ings ; no unruly appetites to be sub-* 
dtied, no fatigues to be undergone, nor 
plans to be felt. 

** In those blisful mansions, you will 
rest fix>m all your labours, and your 
troubles wiH for ever cease ; there every 
moment will produce various scenes o^ 
content ; and all the joys will be con- 
tinually blooming ; so as to refresh 
your soul with streams of new plea- 
sures : there you will walk through 
those glorious streets of the new Jeru'^ 
salem^ all paved with oriental pearls ot 
iiiestimable value, and see those spaci- 



plains, whose flowery meadows are »l* 
ways fragrantand green, and whose 
pleasing walks willafford you fresh de- 
lights J there; you may solace yoursdf 
undier the shade of stately trees of life, 
the healing leaves of which sgndsfoi^h 
fiich' aromatic breezes, that every 
branch does, as It were laugh and sing, 
and their everlasting verdure is main^ 
-tiined, by the consant suppUes, theif 
impregnated roots receive from those 
crystd-floods that make ghJ the city 6f 
Gad, in whose delightful presence wm 
appear, incomparable beauties of glo^ 
nfied saints, that -would eclipse the' 
rays of an eastern sun, though it may_ 
rise never so bright above our finite 
horizon, and shine with the greatest 
Render. ■"'.■ 

• •* There you will be continual^ eniv 
ployed in contemplating with incOT 
profound respect, the infinite goodflesir 
of the great God, in bringing you W 
so ^onous a place, where mxrlasting 



^ellelujalis and praises are Sung to the 
l^mb that was slain for the redemp- 
tion of offending Mnnets. There yoil 
w0 be transported with rjipturf» erf' 
admiration of th»t providential cant 
which preserved you in this your last 
extremity, and r«cued you from thfi 
dutches of those thousapds of CTilspi- 
rits, that were incessantly waiting for 
yoar. d(Wrture : Oh with what ar- 
Afacy mil. jou bless the Lord, praise 
Jam and nusnify him fbrerer, for 
l^tecting and securing you from the 
SUGce ofthose in&rnal legions, that 
not Only darkened but also infected 
AjE air .in which you breathed ! There 
yojn will find, that the virtuous acts of 
a ancere repentance, are entirely ow- 
iagto the auspicious smiles of heaven, 
for which inestimable benefit, you will 
rpverenily adore the ever blessed tri- 
■ une Godhead, when time shall enter in 
eternity. 

** O blessed |dace indeed, where all the 
first born sons of God will triumphant- 
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ly cry otit, with loud acdamatiox^s j^^ 
ptaisc, *forever reigii thoii eternal prp^ 
nipotent and all wise creator and so- 
vereign Lord of heaven and leartb^ 
who made mankind for the enjoy-* 
ment of thyself; forever reign, uipvf 
well beloved son of the eternal f^itherv 
who was neither made, nor creat;^ 
but begotten and was ordained to save 
all those that are willing to accept 0jf 
life, upon most reasonaUe terms, aiid 
to lay hbld df thy most gracious offers j| 
forever reign thou blessed spirit the 
eternal parcelte, neither made created; 
nor begotten, but proceeding from 
the father and the son, who by thy. 
most benign influence dost dispose' the" 
hearts of the children of men to true^ 
Godliness, cherishing the seeds of de- 
votion that arc newly sown in their 
hearts, and dost afford inexpressible 
comforts to all those that are in trou- ' 
ble. Forever live ye angels of light,' 
that were before the creiitioh of thei' 
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world, and will be when that is reducr 
ed'.to its primitive chaos ; forever live 
ttic winged quire of cherubins and sa* 
<9p^ms that chaunt forth the sweetest 
ffongii of praise in the presence of their 
^reat creator, whom they worship 
^iwth never ceasing alacrity. Forever 
five Moses and Aaron, with all the an- 
dent prophets who foretold the com- 
ihg or the true Messiah ; forever live 
ye AjX)stles and Disciples of the blessed 
Jesus, who left your possessions and 
Hazarded all that was dear to you in 
the service of so gracious a master : for- 
ever live ye noble army of martyrs, 
those millions of souls that cheerfully 
laid down your lives to express your 
grateful affection to him^ who first 
died a most bitter cruel and ignomi- 
nious death on the cross for your re- 
demption ; forever live all ye worthy 
members of the true catholic church, 
who constandy serve God with a holy 
worship, and are mutually joined to- 
gether in a noble fellowship,** 
^ m2 
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* 

^^ Then all'the heav^y l^<x% w^%3&fr 
ult, and with united voic^ 'Sayy ^^ O^* 
Godthe father of heaven, wewitt foivv- 
ever laud ;md magnify thy most ||o^^ 
rious name, for thy wonderful <ond&ic 
scension, inxeceiving our soulsinfo^difi) 
everlasting mansions of rest j Oiiolyi'> 
Lord God of 3aboath, what shall we^^ 
render, to thee, but the just tribute of ^ 
praise and adoration, or. what shall wet 
ascribe to thy unspeakable grandeur^ ' 
but all power, might,. m^esty and do-^ 
minion for ever I O God the son, t^^- 
deemer of the world, we acknowledge . 
thee to be the only son of thealmigh*. 
ty father, >ve meekly own and admire: 
thy stupendious love, in taking our na* 
ture upon thyself ; in bearing the ini- 
quities of us all, in redeeming us froui' 
the powers of death and the grave^ in- 
numbering us amongst those that are 
saved, and in opening the gates erf thy 
favour, to receive us into a gloriou!!* 
Kingdom, where there is fulness of joy, 
and rivers of pleasure, atthy right hand 
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fer evermorci Here we will pay the 
voWs that wc have so often made with - 
oyr &)f y: and do the everlasting hom- 
9g6,.ior aU thy inestimable benefits ; 
saorad hymns and spiritual songs of 
dianksgiviiig shall be our constant em- 
{jpymepts in this thy house, not made 
with hands, but eternal in the heavens, 
God the holy ghost, thou eternal em- 
anadion of the father and the son, who 
^ at ail times so bountifully given 
U8 shy divine assistance, we desire 
cternaUy toadore thy iniinitegoodness; 
since by the means of thy auspicious, 
conduct we are made more than con- 
quer sn-j for now the day of salvation 
IS come, and we that sat so long in 
darkn£ss and shadow of death, are daz- 
aJed with the resplendent light of 
thy illustrious presence. O holy , bles? 
sed and glorious trinity, three persons 
arid coie God^ all our work shall be to 
magnify and set foith the noble praise 
of so roystericHis a God-head, and for 
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ever te owteftiplatc the astonishing. 



il of the divine essence. 
*'And Indeed, this will be the con. 
stwltOJiidoyment of all true believers 
when they are once admitted into the 
court* of the heavenly Jerusalem \ 
where there *^ be no rebellion against 
God, BO heresy to be spread abroad, 
no schism to 'be raised, no false doc-. 
trine to be taught, no erroneous opi», 
nion* to Ix broached ; no Atheisoi^' 
nor touting ;tt religion, no ridiculing^ 
of piety, no conspiracy or plot , against , 
gfOVer^iors ; no animosities, nor disscn^ ■ 
sions among the people; no envyjj%; 
nor repining at our superiors, ivo hc^^ 
nor transports of passion against. (^^ 
inferiors ; no craft by day nor awiu^,; 
by night ; no out-cries of murderj'iibi:,, 
danger of sudden death : no undt^lj>^| 
able thoughts, nor unreasonable. C^q 
sures ; no covetons dcar^ of wi^Kk^ 
nor.vain ambition of honor; noU^d-^^. 
pess nor deceit pi fieart ; »p cirp4S#.: i 
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sion, nor baptism to be renewed ; no a- 
gbny, lior bloody wounds on the cross; 
no remembrance of former /niscarria^ 
ges ; nip mention made of sin ; no miscr 
ry nor pain to be endured ; no anguish 
nor tnbulation ; no sickness nor death, 
jK)r axiy other evil whatsoever that can 
benaiiled. 

•*Thus, my dear friend, I have dis- 
covered to you, what there is, and what 
there is not in heaven, to the utmost 
of my weak capacity ; and all I shall 
now' desire of you is, that you would 
%pend the remaning moments of your 
hfb in such a due preparation for your 
great change, that when death has 
obsed the eyes of your frail body, 
vdur prcdous immortal soul may take 
Its flight above the starry firmament, 
where you will soon see, whether mat- 
ters be really so as they are here re- 
presented, and you will resolve me, 
what manner ot description I have 
nude of those blessed mansions, when 
I shall happily meet you there, and 
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•« your face again vrith joy ; xvliMJ i 
the great God grant, of his infinift 
fcffcy, f(W the sake of his beloved son 

fesas Christ our Lord : ^msn. 

~ I might perhaps be charged witlr 
entertaining an over fond opinion (tf 
ay: own alnlities, if I should proceed 
ttf^ve a particular account, oftlibife 
itotares of joy, even to an pttancyi' 
imh which this dying gentleman WiS 
tiabsported, upon my preceding dis- 
fimtrse of the divine glory, and ihi. 
faikppy state of the blessed in heavfent 
BO that I shall choose rather to concew 
some of his expressions than to appear 
vajn-glorious m the least. At that 
time, he began to speak to this effect : 
" O my loving friends, cry mightily to 
God, that he would take pity of hie, ' 
a ferlom miserable sinner, and not re- ' 
member my Atheism, nor profanetiess,' 
nor any other of my notorious vile of- ^ 
ftMKCS ; but that hewould be pleased to 
rescue me from the pit of destructloh, 
Md rocdve me into lUs imm»fiato 
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jsaoace, in the celestial mansionsK 
bf^e I sbaU be freed £com thk body 
'.sttp; Oh J Pray eaniC8^» that t 
ay be. delivered from bliodncsa of 
^^ and a jdavish .&ar of his jus* 
£ ; but. that all my love and aflection 
jp^him, may be cordially nncere^ not 
QQceding nrom a dread of his wrbth# 
I yi^Bg^anoe, but from an unsigned 
s^ibr his divine lavs : pray, that no 
j^ptatiens or dehisiona of the devil 
Ky fh^trate my endeavours? either 
'i^leaiding me mto a vain hope of 
w:y9, or driving me into Utter des* 

^^^ I would also entreat you to pray, 
at I may get the victory over <kath, 
jd the grave, having such sublime 
ipwledge and understanding »&»- 
^^to my soul, that by the inanner 
. ! iny df^^ture out of this world, 
f^ may see I die in the^ true fai& of 
(fist's Catholic church. Make ear* 
St prayers and suj^cations, that I 
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may be as sincere a penitent, a^ever <rf^ 

fended the Almighty, and that this taf 

a)Dtrition''may prove instrumental Wt 

the converting of many sinnets,to tlte 

wisdom of the jiist ; as also; tfaatth^ 

my late reformation, may be no pred* 

dent for others to defer their npetk* 

tance, till they come to lay dowtf 

their head on a dying pillow ; in rf^ 

gard, that it is a tnous::nd to on^ 

whether God will accept of a life ttiiiii 

spent in a continual course of sin : fbj^ 

there are but two examples in h^ 

writ, that may be of any force to kcc^ 

back them and Me, from falling into 

the dreadful abyss of despair ; that'lii 

to say the penitent thief on the cros#, 

and the loitering labourers in the vincv 

yard : and alas ! They would app^ 

to be very different from our ease, if 

we did but make a serious scrutiny 

into the nature of the several cirniitf 

stances. • — 

" O my friends, continued he, pr*it 

that all th.c injui^ I have done -to- *y 
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QQWcreatttto in any respect what&o- 
«r, may be forgiven uf God and 
i|m: pnty for me as Idtig as yon per- 
jhre any life or motion, and bef often 
Homniiending my poor departing sbut 
ktibe divine protection : let not ycAir 
ifti^ts be troubled because I am going 
t Jeave the world, and shall see your 
ce no more ^ but lament, that I Uved 
hloUg in a wilful disobedience to the 
mmiands of heaven ; weep not for 
lie loss of me, but mourn that I have 
one no more for the sake of Christ i 
dbiold the strufl;^dng8 of adying sin>» 
or, with the km^ of terrors, anl<.6b£ 
scvc[ what wresthng thef e is betwo^ 
be flesh and spirit ; now the devil is 
mndng the strong holds of my sdu)^ 
rkh fierce and repeated a^aults) O 
ra^y, that he may not be able to enter, 
firrtake possession of them t l^ow my 
l^blepart is alarmed on all sides^ and 
tnds it very difficult to defend itself 
ninst these furious attacks i neither 
EiJ know what will be the event of 
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softaiSufdbw an 'mcouflWas: :Hdlii pim\ 
secsi poor uxdoijqpy wceleayiHit ^nlitt 

6ir nbeniction^:: tifa^^ Ifadj fiffliiiiiifli . 
ousaooaffidb^'faiit ni%l^ ~ 




wran^ bt4it divine &imur«liMidai^ 
" NWl/bcgin to grow £dnt;?a^« 
spirits sinksqiace; myibreadixsslunfcfer 
erted and intemij^ed M^th siglis^atfd . 
groiim ; I run rctuing to ray jiaut fbtt^ 
tlie gmye, but where my poor aoiiiitrin 
trrive, I am not aUe to divine^ : TUm ( 
ponrpfissian' of Unie, Othy hiend^waii 
see; wrhether your prayers can. pnraA | 
on my t^halF, at the throne ofcgiausp^ ' 
Oh !:\Vre$tle wnth 'the almighty 
fsraei^ and try what ' can be doaas; I' 
will feppe for mercy, but I, fear, ife^- 
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more than I di»erve : Oh ! pity mcyfor 
nxf calamities are exceeding dreadful, 
ted;the burden of my sins is intblei;a* 
Ufc; ^riio is there on my side, is there 
injroiie that su&rs with me'iil a ten- 
der compaission equal to my sorrow ? 
now my voice b^ins to- sound low, 
my npctdi falters, and within a while, 
^ ievr will hear what I have to say for 
Jftyfldf ; but you will see anon, what 
^sharp combat there will be between 
^ --Ifife and death, soul and body, heaven 
-and hell, virtue and vice, hope and 
'tar.; so that you cannot tell who will 
^^Vrin the day« However if I depart with 
- « smile, hope for the best, but if you 
' leie me give up the ghost with a frown, . 
-fear the worst ; I can also assure you 
this far, that I shall see the dawn of 
' another day ; then farewel my dear re- 
' lations and friends. 
. This happened about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, on a Thursday, 
aud the gendeman lived till four 

N 3 



G?dixk iht next iiDoniB^$;;|t-%lig' 
tkiiiAni&er season t thcf t^^ 
^' e4.:iirilii faim aUi^^ 

speak thfiie w««b «ofttf to lAn«d^ 
Ob ikfit i bad poifMUn: if tie 
pface mbiovm^imd cmU )lmt, 
t9 one camNr Ji^U J J^StavissAhi^ mof^ 
pd Ofut severid times u>getto 
bdeati^ and nearia v&sasSat^biSaiM ^ 
esqpiredlpercdvedliim taJook^^ * 
my fecct with a smflfaig cotitttTeroiia^ 
*' sothatwe]ia«xeasQn;ta']Mn^ 
now bejrondf t3«^ reach birtb of jhiiinl t 
ill-wtU: and diabolical malice^'' ^Hiiis^ .. 
have ^vcn [the best, account^ thatd * 
could p0ssifaly» of some part ctf i^tik 
. unfortunate gentleman's Me, when lie 
was in health, and more especially set 
down all the particular circumstances 
worthy of remark» that happened du- . 
ring the forty days of his last sidmess. ' 
If there be any imperfections in the * 
several discourses he made to me^ the ' 
reader is desired, not to lay the l^oae 
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tHe ingeidous author, but on my 
^*3ttif of natural and acquired abilities 
ifor the compiling of them after a due 
banner; for certainly could I have 
^Dommitted his expressions to writing 
^^iatimj in the same pure and de- 
S^t stile, as they distilled from his 
^oqucnt lips, I really believe it 
"^rould have been one of the most ad» 
Inirable pieces that are now extant : 
'^Xid indeed, liad he improved his ex- 
cellent parts, in the time of his health 
and prosperity, to as good purpose, as 
he did in the few days of his sickness 
and adversity, he might have been de- 
«rvcdly styled, one of the choicest 
fbwers in the garden of the world, 
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JDURAtlON OF ETERNITY. 



MANY of the ancients have 
represented eternity by several 
emblems, but all their idea's ap« 
parently fall as short of it, as time 
does of that incommensurable 
quantity ; neither do I presume to 
show any perfect resepablance of 
It : for were I so fortunate as to 
be indowed with all the excellent 
qualities that human nature is 
capable of, nevertheless I should 
be altogether insufficient for the 
performance of so great a work. I 
have often thought oa ct^^rait^ 
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Vi'ith astonishment, and the more 
I have reflected upon it, the more 
I have been amazed: it may in- 
deed be compared to an inexpres- 
sible duration of time, to the bot- 
tomless sea, that none can fathom, , 
to a perpetual motion, to a globe , 
or a sphere, a wheel or a circle, , 
which are not limited by any vis-,, 
ible bounds, so as to know where ^ 
they begin or end ; but in regard , 
that all these things afford so im- 
perfect a representation of it, I 
shall proceed to ray main design, - 
which is to bring all judicious 
persons to such a consideration 
of this eternal future state, asjn^jj^ 
influence the whole course of )Ji«^]g 
lives ; for I am thoroughly pe^Tij 
suaded that i£ every christif|i|i( 
woul4 s9t a<-part but sjx taxna^a^^ 
e very d^, for j;he compa^jUM^^f 
shoni^e to ewrpity^bft'W^^fwt 
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|>resume wilfully to offend or tranS* 
^ress the divine laws. Indeed, I 
Jraow not how to account for the 
enormous wickedness of our age, 
when I see men running headlong 
into the pit of destruction, and just 
ready to fall down the dismal pre- 
cipice of sin, without the least con- 
cern- upon their spirits, and all for 
Virant of due consideration of eter- 
nity, and especially such serious 
reflections as these : 

" O Lord what am I doing, I am 
travelling apace to the eternal man- 
sions, but to what sort of them I am 
going, I know not ; that is to say, 
whether it be to enter upon an eter- 
nity of misery and despair, or an 
eternity of happiness and joy; if to 
the former, I am undone forever, 
if to the latter, I am in a place of 
safety. O vast profound, bottom- 
less, imfathomable eternity, what 
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dimensions can I ascribe to thee, J 
am entirely swallowed up in the 
contemplation of thee ; and can find 
no center ! I fear I am launching 
out into the main ocean of etern^ 
pains ; so that if the almighty does 
not vouchsafe to stretch forth the 
right hand of his immense powcir ' 
to save, I shall perish everlasting- 
ly. O my dear Lord, rouse up my 
soul from the deadly lethargy of 
insensibility of heart, by the assis- 
tance of thy holy spirit; for there 
arc but few sands left to run in the 
glass of my life. Come Lord Jesus> 
come quickly, send out thy light 
and thy truth, let thy rod and thy 
staff comfort me ; so as my spirits 
may be supported in this my last 
<:wtremity ; and then I will fear no 
evil, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death. O 
L^rd. I have grcviously offended 
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fliy divine majesty, and spun out 
|he greatest part of this momenta- 
xy life, without a serious thought 
^ eternity : I lay ahogether at thy 
incrcy, so that if th^u wih, thou 
can'st cut this thread of life in a 
jnoment, and make me forever mis* 
Arable. 

** Lord, give me grace I most 
humbly beseech thee, to leave off 
all my impieties, bidding a final 
acUeu to careless thoughts and be- 
Joved lusts ; to vain discourses and 
unlawful desires ; then I shall be 
jinconccmed at what I suffer in 
This world, so that I may escape 
the immense duration of eternal 
punishments. O eternity, eternity, 
shall I be so cruel to my poor soul, 
as to cast it into the fiery furnace 
of the divine vengeance to endless 
ages, only for the gratifying of my 
JSensual appetite in a raoxa^xvV ^ «5xwr 
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ful pleasure ? what are all things, 
here in comparison of an eternal 
state ; what an emptiness is there, 
in all the delights I so much ad- 
mire, -when I draw aside the cur» 
tain ne- * s^ little, and look into 
the scene ox eternity ! Alas, these 
transient gaudy vanities, arc like a- 
tale that is told, or a dr^am of a 
minute's continuance ! 

What indiscretion ought, to lif, 
imputed to any man's cpnducV 
who should make a voluntary 
choice to live in this world for the 
space of 120 years, and enjoy al^^ 
the pleasing entertainments that 
tongue could express, heart con- 
ceive, or human inclination wish 
for; but at the expiration of that 
term, should slide off the stage in-r 
to a dreadful abyss of darlaiess, 
and there continue ten thousand 
years : whereas Vi^ tov'^x \v^v^ 
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reigned in the upper regions of 
bliss, and have batbied himself in 
the refreshing streaia«;j9l^i.corisiluiM 
ihatc pleasure, to )4ii3ptitent.'o£ , 
some millions of s^gtsi oiityjtipaat''^ 
condition to endure'a few ■ifeyif'*' 
confinement within tl* precmc'ti 
df repentance and inottificajdonl 
What would all ju(U<Wa p^rsoDB 
take such a man to be, tittt one 
utterly bereaved of Jus w^* .&r 
void of common sense ; Wbuid they. 
not conclude, that no' refodtihii 
creature could pos^bly be guilty 
of so prodigious a' piece of folly, 
or possessed with sXich unaccountf 
able madness! 'I'henwhatmay be 
laid to my charge, that enteted 
this val^ of tears abput thirty or 
forty years ago, and according W 
.the usual period of,.|)uinab. life, 
tnust depart withm the Qp^apass 
of a$ many more ? During ^1 the 



^eihftt Iu» passed, Ihwrtmer I 

aadt %T&.lteft"AMtiot ;i^ ^^ 

a distressed mariner in a siorm ; 
ind as for those few remains -of 
life that may b& left, I can discern 
'■^but a melancholy prospect before 
jne,with little hopes of seeing more 
prosperous days : So that if I may 
give credit to the presages of rea- 
son, the heavens already begin to 
look dark and lowering, as if the 
land where I live were to be tedifr 
ced to a heap of confusion, w^iHitt 
my leaky vessel is tossed to saidfyiy 
in the vast ocean, where evei^aftf'f 
ruly wave may sport its^Ifi^iii^ j 
cocking me up and down, tillttf 
tarazy bottom falls to dtea^if-aofl 
sinks into the bottomless :{^piLnl. 
despair. . . ■ ■ ■■t-- "ri ■(■■ , 
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But suppose the best, That all 
may be calm and serene, and that< 
liie sovereign vessel of this my he^ 
loved native country, iiotwithstand# 
ing the loss of its great statei-pilot, 
and one of the best kings that ever 
*wayed a royal sceptre should hap^ 
pily come to ride an anchor, in the 
desired haven, of an honourable 
and lasting peace ; where no scenes 
of Parisian bloody massacres will 
offend our sight, no French tyrant 
any longer usurp, no Spanish Ar* 
mado surprize, and no fSadse Judas 's 
within our own borders attempt to 
betray the nation to the fury of its 
implacable enemies : admit I say it 
were so, that these and many odiex 
notable advantages could be obtain- 
ed, nevertheless miy days can nev- 
er be crowned with the favours of 
the great, or the adventitious smiles 
of princes, so as to make my for- 



u 
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tune or any considerable advanced 
to the pinnacle of honor \ for I came 
out of the dark cell of my mother'a 
womb, without making any great 
figure or bustle in the world : nei- 
ther have I been the occasion of 
any proceedings worthy of note» m 
church or state, so as to signalize 
my name to the pilots at the helm; 
and for aught I know, may lay my^ 
self down in the silent grave, with 
as little noise, as when I first entet* 
ed upon this mortal state. 

I plainly see, I am none of th6 
world's darlings, and shall receive 
but few of its specious favours ; so 
that when I have fetched a feW 
faint wishes more after these gold- 
en baits, I shall descend into the 
bottomless gulph of a vast eternity^ 
where I must abide in the black- 
ness of darkness for evermore. 
At that instant, 1 s\va\\ ^^^ S^x^X^^*- 
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gining of that endless state, and 
when I have continued in it as 
many ages, as I have lived mo- 
ments on earth, this will be but a 
very short space of time, in com- 
parison of the infinite duration of 
eternity : nay when I have dwelt 
in those gloomy and spacious re- 
gions, as many millions of years as 
there are men now living on the 
surface of the earth, this will be but 
a small pittance, with respect to the 
inexhaustible stock of eternity : 
when I have been imprisoned in 
that unfathomable abyss, as many 
mjjlions of ages, as there are stars 
in the firmament, one thousandth 
part of my eternal state, will not be 
as yet elapsed ; and when 1 have 
been bound in those chains of 
darkness, as many hundreds of 
thousands of millions of ages, as 
Methusalem lived \ or as x.\vwe. -^x^ 

o 
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motes of fine dust in the whole 
compass of the earth ; or grains of 
sand, or drops of water in tht? 
boundless ocean ; or any other a^^ 
toms or most minute partidesl 
whatsoever encircled by the circum? 
ference of the universal globe ; yet 
an half quarter of the duration of 
eternity will not be expired. Or*- 
when I have been under the con* 
iinement of the prince of darkness^ 
as many millions of years, as the 
world could contain figures of ninCi 
written as close as covdd be on fine 
paper, supposed to be of a propor* 
tionable size ; nevertheless etemi* 
ty will not as yet spend any const* 
derable part of its course towardi 
a final period. « 

If the case be really so, how 
much greater folly would this be 
in me, than in the person, who$e 
example was prgduced, ^ \vxxV^ \j^ 
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fore I certaihly such a notorious 
net of extreme foolishness deserves 
punishment* 

* Therefore I may well think it but 
ju^ that almighty God should de« 
prive me of his glorious presence, 
to all eternity, if it were only upon 
Account of so grand a piece of stu- 
pidity, which cannot possibly be 
excused by any means whatsoe* 
ver. Now to apply what has been 
naid, there is no person within the 
pale of Christ's church, being ca- 
pable of distinguising good from 
evil, who lives and dies in a sinful 
course, without unfeigned repen* 
tance, but makes the same fat^l 
•ittioice, I have been treating of. 
And indeed, a man might have 
some pretence^ not to value the 
kifringement o£ the divine laws, if 
he were sure to enjoy all the for- 

&iih^ pleasarei oi ^\t^ ^^mx\^^ 
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V^' i^ com siig^yfj^lti^ 
i^c'lSkkt intetrtjJfldiij^ ^x>t )SSi!txxfh 
of^g^ef, for an hundred tm^^tfi^ 
1^ yeafs, ' and tKcfi btikf Br*f- ^i 
inotrrnftil silehdfeV for the'sjraCc^W 
i thonsaridy at tHe ^ekt)ii^tipii'-' " 
^hich fermy lie gliouid ieifiiidr^ 
fern to his fonfter^effilghtsj-df^g 
%e anriihilaifed Of reduted tiS" 





^ '•' ^ rusai 



.»- 



But ho tbttrable excuse ^tt i 
fe^de for those, that are Wflliii^ 
tnirchase this world, at so de»*^4 
rate, as the loss of their most t&tf- 

# cious and immortal sduls : 'hbwtf- 

• Ver, show me the man th^thai' Se- 
cured the globe of the earth 'fiJt . 
his own possession ; and adtclk^ 
could be done, I am apt to bfeliclvfe, 
the burden would be so heav^f lis 
to oblige hiiii to crave thdhiljp^ 
orAersj or to let go hi* • vSiHHlB^ 

braces : there neNf^t nr^^^s^ «De^ 
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e person, who in to short a space 
. time obtained the sovereign 
unmand of the greater part of 
t habitable earth, so far as it was 
town to the antients, as that fa- 
Dus Macedonian youth Alexan* 
ir xhe great did, within the com^ 
iss of a few years ; and yet aU 
Lese vast possessions afforded no 
atter of ponsolation or rejoicing 
this victorious prince, who was 
iddenly seized with a fit of me<» 
ncholy, and wept, because there 
as no more worlds to conquor. 
h the vain ambition of a carnal 
ind, which is incessantly seeking 
it for undiscovered treasures, and 
ben they are once attained to, 
ill continues destitute of real sa- 
ifaction ! So that the generality 
* mankind in our age, make no 
ruple to sell their souls, those 

a9 
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is near, make no farther delay^ b«K 
enter into yourself to this efPect. 

^^ Arise, my benighted soul, aoA 
view the dangerous precipice otf 
which thou standest i it was ten tn^ 
one, but some of the instrumentit 
of death had come to surprize ther 
in this spiritual slumber, and sudk 
denly hurried thee away into thlS^ 
confines of eternity : Sle^s iht^ 
Xord, O my soul, and all that 16. 
within me praise his hoiy ifame ;^ 
for it is of his infinite mercy, moft 
-than thy deserts, that thou art not 
consumed and utterly destroyed'' 

How many on my right hand, 
and on the left, behind and beforei 
are removed out of this worlds lA' 
their imaginary security of a long 
life, and yet I continue (praised be 
God) in the land of the living! 
What a remarkable providence is 

this, that cannot V>^ %>).&^\tsk\!c$ < 



admired ; what an astonishing^ 
mark of the loving kindness of 
ine Lord never to be forgotten ! 
Tften let me run into the comers- 
<ff the world, and stir up toy drow- 
^ neighbours and friends ; cry- 
lAg out with aL loud voice, "Awake, 
awake ye sloathful sons of men, 
ahd see the devouring flames of 
eternity just ready to break in up- 
cm you ; make haste to fly from the 
wriEith to come ; take your final leave 
of these momentary pleasures, and 
l6ok upon all the frivolous vanities 
here below with scorn and deri-* 
sion. But if none of these friendly 
compellations will rouse them, I 
•Vrill return with this resolve, that 
though all mankind run hastily in 
the broad way that leads to des- 
truction, nevertheless I will enter 
upon the serious consideration of 
etennty, and sttemxoxx!^^ \^^^^\Al 




|pM0y anduse^i&aiiMSC ||i 

keavsn^as. 0ffere^ in-tlMi^mii 

Oh ;th«-adi|iiriai)o'^«t^^ 
irstrdsr the ^sctei^^w^igi^ 
gkny^ I shall attain t^ itfifae MMt 
gf the |tt08t mighty Ktiig «! M 
#en i( where I sfa^U W ;h«ao|Ml^ 
the highest degree, by all^iiie'iMS 
lestial Jbo^, erer reigning' ^iirii^ 
i^eiti in the -presence ^qf &nt^ gfW|l 
creator^ and interchangeahly 'cltttttt 
iiig.£mh hia noble praise ; -vf^tt$ 
I shall be.transcen<tentl3f HgMMMaM 
eid, and as happy as wversignt^^ 
licity itself can make lAe, ^diwfanf 
the ages of an infinite etemk^^iV 
those: siblissful regions,; I shi^^btf 
had in everlasting remembrMday 
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demanding, by the more imme^ 
lie knowledge of thedirine excel*" 
letes, |m>c^dmg ffom the illu* 
Mtitig; influence ^ the beatifical 
ion : Tliere my intellectual parts 
II be refined, my jfudgment ripi» 
!d, my afiEection5 sublimed, my 
itiory enlarged^ my senses ra<* 
bed with astonishing objects, 
1 all the faculties of my soul, 
ted to the highest degree of 
Section. There my eyes shall 
lold the glorious things that are 
iken of the City of God, and my 
s shall hear the melodious 
igs of thanksgivings : there such 
cmiparable joys will continually 
V into my everlasting peace, 
iquillity and rest, neither will 
re ever be the least diminution 
ibatemem of my happiness; for 
en I have been praising my 
isreign crcatot^bhatcdn^cv*: 
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cr, and gracious sancf ifier, as man; 
ages as there are sands on the sea 
shore, my glorious eternity will b 
but just begun ; nay when I hav 
lived in this blissful state ; as ma 
ny centuries of years, as there ar 
I motes in the air throughout th 
I whole universe, the duration c 
my eternal rest, will be as far froi 
expiring, as it was the first mc 
ment I entered . those heavenl 
mansions. 

Oh happy eternity, that is a 
ways spending^tself in the conten 
plation and adotalion of the sv 
preme deity, and yet never come 
to any end or conclusion; an etei 
hity that flies with a swifter motio 
than a thought or a dream, andy< 
finds no center ! O the prodigioi 
amazing duration of that resplei 
dent day, when Christ the ete 
nal saviour of tVie v^otld will fo 



175 

^cr reign with his adopted breth- 
ren, the sons of God ; a day that is 
' continually running on, but never 
draws near to an evening-twihght ! 
O that I could give the children of 
the New ^Jerusalem, an exact mo* 
del of that eternity of time, which 
they are to spend, in the presence 
of the holy Jesus ! Oh the eternity 
of refreshment they will find in the 
inexhaustible fountains of living 
waters, that take their rise from 
;lie throne of the lamb forever ! O 
the eternity of turns they will take 
in the midst of those fragrant 
walks, that are surrounded on all 
sides by delightful rivers, and sha- 
ded with tb.c noble trees of life, 
which bear twelve sorts of fruit, 
and blossom every month ; whose 
leaves are always verdant, yielding 
a balsam of admirable v\tl\iR, fc?t 
the healing of tYie i\a\\otvs\ Cftv^^ 



lisF 
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eternity of pleasure they will en*- 
joy in beholding the illustrious 
face of the omni^tent Lord of r 
heaven and earth, and having 
their names written on their fore-., 
heads. 

Oh that I could duly express 
the little need that these heavenly ^ 
citizens will have of the light of 
that material sun, which shines 
here on earth ; since the great 
and glorious God Jehovah, who 
reigns with them for ever aiid 
ever, will be their only resplen- 
dent light and life to eternal ages. . 
In that royal metropolis, they will 
be continually employed in con^. 
templating the most beauteous ex- 
cellencies of the king of Heaven, 
for an infinite number of vears, and 
see him as it were a bridegroom 
richly adorned Ilot \\v^ \^^^^\vot. 
of his beloved ^^oxsise \ ls\^\xw.^ 
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years of Jubilee, that they will 
tfnd in the Celestial tabernacle 

the most high ! For they shall 

his chosen people for ever, and 
we prudently take care to follow 
eir foot-steps, we shall one day 

their associates, when our short 
es will be swallowed up in the 
•undless ocean of eternity. There 
ey will also see the .transcendent 
■ auties of that illustrious bride, 
e Lamb's wife, not only for a day, 
Jt to the extent of an infinite eter- 
iiy. Oh the clear fountains of life, 
»at will ever fiow like so many 
sing springs lo refresh the spl- 
its of the noble army t f Martyrs, 
'ho overcame the wicked one, and 
jrned not their backs in the day 
r battle! 

Blessed eternity, I am ravish- 
i with admiration, whenever I 
ist an eye on tV\e mtoWiWN'^S^fc 
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abys& of thy duration, ar reflect 
never so little on thy immensity! I 
have insisted so long on eternity, 
that I have even oppressed my 
most sublime thoughts with the in- 
tense meditation of it ; I am so fat 
immersed in tliose streams, which 
always flow but never ebb, that I 
know not how to withdraw my pen, 
to treat of another si bject : for the 
more I write of eternity, the more 
is still 'eft behind unexpressed, and 
the farther search I make to^nd it | 
out, the less account I can give bf ' 
it ; nay the deeper I dive into it, at 
so much tilt: more distance I find -^ 
myself from its unfaihom.ible bot- 
tom : Come lead me out of this as- 
tonishing labyrinth, or else I shall 
be quite lost in the contemplation 
of an endless eternity : for I could 
wfilingly enW^^ ou this theme to ; 
the longest ,d^x^ oS. \&t^ ^\A^^\\ 
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know not what to deliver farther 
in order to give my reader a true 
idea of the duration of crernity, tiian 
'the reflections I have already made. 
And Indeed, I perceive myself to 
come as for short of its real dimen- 
^*fiions, as before I began my.es- 
/say. So that all the reward I ex- 
■ J>ect for attempting to unfold this 
.- Ijreat mystery, which I am not ca- 
pable to comprcfliend, is the hopes 
of the favourable acceptance of my 
^ sincere endeavours for the benefit 
! of the public. 

Not that my design was to 

5 make an over-nice inquiry into the 

' secrets of the ineftjble e!?scnce of 

• the triune God-head : let no such 

- thoughts possess my mind, until I 

*> am translated from lime to eternity, 

when my inquisitive desires will be 

accomplished, and I shall have as 

perfect a knowledge oi\\^ xx^xnskx^- 

v^2 



\ 
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dent nature, as is ageeable to the 
divine will of the ever-dving God : 
neither wquld I have any one that 
shall happen to peruse this small 
essay upon the duration of eternity, 
proceed any otherwise in the search 
of it, than I h: ve done ; for I have 
dived no farther into this unfathom- 
able ocean, than every good chris- 
tian or.ght to do, in regard that by 
such meditations as these, we may 
effectually wean our affections from 
all earthly and temporal things, and 
fix them on those that are heaven- 
ly and eternal : and I earnestly be- 
seech the great God Jehovah, who 
was from eyerlajting, is and ever 
shall be that he would vouchsafe 
of his infinite mercy, so to eff: ct the 
souls of all those that read the^c 
few lines, wiih a dew respect and 

veneration for Vv\'5> ivN\u^ ^Ywccllen- 
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..cies, as he has done mine in the 
composing of them. 

For by discoursing of the im- 
mensity of my eternal future state, 
and the shortness of my abode in 
this eanhly tabernacle, with the 
emptiness of all sublunary enjoy- 
ments, I hope I have brought my 
mind to such a temper, as cheerful- 
ly to bid an everlasting farewell to 
all the perishing delights of this 
vain and transitory world, and so 
address my prayers to the throne of 
grace, that I may be admitted to 
partake of those pure celestial joys 
that are at God*s right hand for e* 
vermore, as if my soul was just rea- 
dy to take its flight into the vast re- 
gions of a boundless eternity. I 
also hope, I shall look upon the 
gliding hours of every day of this 
dying life, as a quick motion to 
that immense sx^Xe> wd \s^ v^V 



effectual means disentangle myself 
more and more trom thoM; alure- 
TOents to sin, that may in the least 
obstruct my refined mcdit ticms on 
so noble a subject : so that it may 
never hs objected against me, with 
any appearcnce of" truth, that I had 
indeed made a florid disci-urse, iit 
very pathetic terms about an ete^ 
nity of pain, and another of joy, but 
my life and convtrsarion ■ was n'tft 
at all stiitable to those sublime tid- ' 
tions. May no such dreadful char- 
pCR as these be brought in at tIfjE v 
judgment-seat of Xhrist, to' C^n- ■ 
demh my immortal soul, i6 sf ifi^ . 
mal exile in the lower rerions df 
an eternal night: may a senbas ^- 
flection upon what hns be^n delhr- 
cred on this ar! icle,' bring you aftid 
me, to the fuUe^njoyraentof the fli-- 
vin^presence, and^e transpbrtitig 
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Relights of the beatL^cal vision t* 

all eternity. 

However , I would not have my 
meaning misinterpreted, so as to 
make a show of my being more ex- 
cellent than my neighbour in the 
least respect ; for I readily acknow- 
Itid^e myself, to be one of the 
meanest and most unworthy mem- 
bers of the creation, and the aU 
mighty searcher of hearts knows 
how desirous I am to stand afar 
offi clapping my hand on my breast 
and crying aloud to him wiih the 
humble publican, '^ Lord be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner or else I perish 
everlastingly, O God take pity of 
me, the most notorious of offenders; 
I am very sensible, all my righte- 
ousness is but as filthy ra^s in thy 
sight, and that unless I be tho- 
roughly cleansed by the blood of 
Jesus, that immajculate lamb^ vrha 



•0Kt slain, ka, taleb away the sins ol -' ] 
ihe world,!l shall be misernbte td- ~ 
ettrnal ages." Therefore, for the 
avoiding of all suspicion of vain 
0ory,letme entreat thee, couTieour 
reader, not «> entertain fo b^^d a^f 
opinion of me, as to think, I mc£t<g 
the setting forth of ray own persotf 
or ^ private capacity, when I spe^ 
■ooftea ifi the first person singular;/ ■ 
OA.^ contraiy, I would alway* ' 
iiave'^ee take it to thyself; &i^xk -. 
this is my particular way of expres- 
sion, which, as I conceive, may 
Aise thy devout affections to a high- 
er pitch of zeal, than if I should de- 
liver my fentiments in the second 
or third person, either singular or 
plural. 

To conclude, I will not fail inces- 
santly to recommend thy precious 
sonl to the protection of almighty 
Cod here, and vo Vus eN«xV»A<ia^ 
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Kingdom hereafter, where thou 
shall reign with him in an eternity 
of happiness and rest, in an eternity 
of peace and tranquillity, in an eter- 
nity of pleasure and joy, in an eter- 
tity of praise and thanksgiving, in 
an eternity of hallelujahs and spiri- 
tual songs to the holy and lofty one 
that inl^abits eternity ; and who a- 
lone is worthy of all honor, wor- 
ship and adoration, world without 
ciid, Amen, 
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Hts devoHhp had ako the same caw 

parddfljjf^l^sons, as appears fay thr 

fbnowi]j|fps(£&;e : I thank my €rod^? 

s^^re%:om^y fcnte-iathen, 

lay ' " 



with a pui«^ien%^ that, 
ceasing^ I ha^^emembrance of thee mi 
my pravenWi^t and day, 2 K^in. L S.^* 
Haw ni^ ail acquaintance and frieadi* 
ship Was mis^ibow worthy of persons^ 
that were rsused above the world, alid 
related to one aSbther, as liew membeff 
of a Mngdom ^ heaven ! i' 

Apostles and great saints Hd fndt 
only thus bless particular Churches, and 
private persons ; but they themselvear 
also received graces from God by the 
prayers of others^ Thus saith St. Paul 
to the Corinthians ^you also helping toge-^ 
theivby prayer for us, that for tne gift 
bestowed upon us by the means of ma- 
ny persons thanks may be given by 
many on our behalf, 2 C$r. i. 1 1 . 

This was the ancient friendship of 
Christians, uniting and cementing their 
he^rts^ not by wotW'^ cowdsx^.ticins, 
or Jhuman pas&iom^ \s\x\\y^ \>aa,\EKtes^ 
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communication of spiritual blessings, 
by .prayers and thanksgivings to God 
for one another. 

It was this holy intercession that rai-. 
scd Christians to such a state of mutual 
love, as far exceeded all that had been 
admired in human friendship. And 
w^hen the same spirit of intercession is 
again in the world, this holy friendship 
will be again in fashion, and Christia- 
nity will be again the wonder of the 
world, for that exceeding love which 
they bear to one another. 
■ For 2l frequent intercession with God, 
earnes'ly beseeching him to forgive the 
sins of all mankind, to bless them \\A\ 
his -providence, enlighten them wiih 
his spirit, and bring them to everListing 
liappiness, is the divincst exercise that 
the heart of man can be engaged in. 

Be diiily therefore on your knees 
in a solemn, deliberate performance of 
this dc'votion, praying tor others with 
such lengthy importunity, and earnestness^ 
;).s you use for yourself; and you will 
Iwd ;iJJ little, i\l-T\aVu\e^\ ^i-^s^v^ycvsN ^v^ 



^Ki 
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the GOtxiflliMliaHn^^ 
iued ooiy^to dtkdtA mjom^tfmiL H 
> For it;,4fili«rdJy pomUc for yowtBf 
teseecb God lo mak^ 
ididory to a^«tcnitt]rt and y«t beinnif 
bted to MS liiiB eqof dte^DOttdi^ai^^ 
giftf ofCk>dttitm8Jifie;» ■ -f"^ ,<'ri:> 

to 43bd* fto grant mdii amd a km|i^!igii 
to zjici mm$ andattfas fiuenc^imiedv 
mt^ him the poor plq^ure; of if^mat 
He mdidMif . '■: ■.■■.". ^.■■■ '•■■-raT 

&it the greatest' benefits of intarbes» 
sion are then received, when it desoendt 
to such particular instances as our state 
and condition in life more particularly 
require of us. 

Though we are to treat all mankio^ 
as neighbowsand brethren^ as occafion 
offers ; yet as y^P can only live m thfe 
actual society of a ^Wy and are - moic 
particul^Iy rdated to some than otiKns^ 
so when our intercession is tnade anex^ 
ercise pif love and care for those Amongtft 
^riiaoi our loft4s^f232^> ^(^t '^i^yc^Xai^is&si^ 
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to us in a nearer rektion. It then be* 
coniea the greatest benefit to ourselves, 

Ijf thererore you ehoukl always alter 
your intercessions^ according as the 
needs of your neighbours or acquain- 
tances require : beseeching God to de* 
irver them from such or such particular 
evils, or to grant them this or that par- 
ticular gift, or Uessing ; such interces- 
sions, besides the great charity of them^ 
would have a mighty effect upon your 
own heart. 

This would make it pleasant to you 
to be courteous, civil, and condescen- 
ing to all about you, and make you 
imable to say or do a rude or hard thing 
to thos/ for whom you had used your- 
felf to be so kind and compassionate in 
your prayers* 

For there is nothing that makes us 
love a man so much as praying for him; 
jmd when you can once do this sincere* 
ly for any man, you have fitted your 
soul for the performance of every thing 
that is land and dvil towards him. 

Tlus will fill your hc&ctvi\x]kwiw^' 
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rosity and tenderness, that ^rfll gi*c" 
you a better and sweeter behaviour, 
than any thing that is called fine breed- 
ing and good manners. 

By considering yourself as an advo- 
cate with God for your neighbours 
and acquaintance, you would never 
find it hard to be at peace with them 
yourself. It would be easy to you to 
bear with, and forgive those, for whom 
you. particularly implored the divine 
mercy and forgiveness. 

Such prayers as these amongst neigh- 
bours and acquaintance, would unite 
them to one another in the strongest 
bonds of love and tenderness. It 
v/ould teach them to consider one ano- 
ther in a higher state, as members of 
a spiritual society, that are created for 
tlic enjoyment of the common blessings 
of God, and fellow heirs of the same 
glory. And by being thus desirous that 
every one should have their full share 
of the favours of God, they would 
he ghd to see oi\e auother happy in 
the iittic cnjoyvTvewVs oi>M\s»X\i^, 






"Oui^anius is a hcdy priest, full of the 

i^irit of the gospel, watching, labour- 

ini»^'2Uid praying for a poor ^untry n)il- 

b^. Every 8om in it is as dear tahini 

' at'hiinsdf ; and he love^ them all, as he 

E. ]clMlihim8df,|)ecauseheimiysforthem 

I sdl;*a6 often as he prays xc^ himself. 

[^ " <lf Ids whole li£s is one continual ex- 

eMJse of great zeal and labour, hardly 

cf«r satisfied with degrees of cafe tnd 

vMhthfolne^, it is because he hdB learn* 

ed the great value of souls, by so of* 

fen ap))earing before God as an inter' 

r^nr^r for them. '• 

-' He never thinks fie can low, or do 
Mbugh for his flock ; because he never 
ootaiiiders them xrinatly other view, thari 
as so many persoiiS, that, by recei\ang 
the gifts and graces of God, are to be- 
eoine his b(^yh\sj^y and his cri^tM rf 
rooking. • 

He goes about his parish, and visits 
everybody in it ; but visits in thfe same 
spirit oTpety that he preadiesto them: 
he vi^ts them to encour^p48ieir vir- 
tves, to assist tlicm mtK to^&sv«.-«w^ 



eounfld^tadiiP^yyv tfadv itiiDiler of Hfe^ 
and tQ.kiioiii^ the slate criF tfadbr soulf 
tb^it he may iniereide with God:^ 
theiii, accordio^ to their particukur jm( 
cessities. -^. ' •'v^<^ 

VfhssiOuramus first entei:ed intodbo- 
\j orders, he had a hi^ightinffss in J^ 
temper, a gc^t conten^t^nd disrwgjoM 
for aU^fooliw and unreasonatde pec^pAt^. 
bui)!)^ h^ prayed away this sjMrit, %sd 
lias now the greatest tenderness iot^d/k 
most obatiiiate sinners; because he ii 
always hoping, that God will soonef ot 
later hear those prayers that he makes 
for their repentance- 

The rudeness^ ilUnafure^ or pervera 
behaviour of any of his flock, used at 
first to betray him into impatience j but 
it now raises no other passion in him^ 
than a desire of being upon his kneeit 
in prayer to God for them. 

Thus has his prayers for others altered 
and amended the state of his own heart* 

It would strangely delight you to see 
with what spirit ha ootvverses*^ with what 
Underness he repiON^^, •^\NiKi>N\ax.a5-. 
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fection he exhorts, and with what t;;V 
piur he preaches ; and it is all owing to 
this, because he reproves, exhorts, and 
preaches to those, for whom he first 
frays to God. 

This devotions soften his heart, en- 
lightens his mind, sweetens his temper, 
and makes every thing that comes from 
him, instructive, amiable and affecting. 
At his first coming to this little viU 
lage^ it was as disagreeable to him 
as a prison, and every day seemed too 
tedious to be endured in so retired a 
place. He thought his parish was too 
fuD of poor and mean people, that none 
of them were fit for the conversation 
* oi z gentleman. 

This put him upon a dose applica- 
tion to his studies. He kept much at 
home, and sometimes thought it hard 
to be called to pray by any poor body, 
when he was just in the midst of hi& 
studies. 

This was his politf turn of mind, be* 
fore devotion had got the gcyvei:u)a\<^\?x 
of his heart. 



« .ftit^^iicrw his daya:«i^ f^JubftSiL 
bdng^tedkms, orimpari^ 
A^iietHieinent, that he -wily >^wifltt»laiiTi 
thne to do that iiruMi[f\^^gpmi<wV^ 
W^soyl thirsts sufter.^ Thf loifriij^jurf 
Us little parbh ift Ixaiofte a»ilMii\Oi 
Ipre^ comfort to iiai^becwa^h^xlfm 
that God has placed hifiy»iiriAiaJhiifc 
thete to nialoe Jt thdii itaynlndhin^^ 

He can now notoidy otinrnoM/tntJil 
iMt gladly attend and tMtfnif^iiiflv 
poorer kind of poopk« Hedboi^pM' 
daily Watching mw the. wrafc att in- 
^r/7i, humbling himself to peneeni^ 
nidcj ignorant people wherever b^xail 
find them ; and is so far from deak&ig 
to be considered as a gettikmam^'liaX 
he desires to be used aa. the servasBt i& 
an* "'.•-.;' "^ a*. 

He now thinks the poorest .creatuic 
in his parish good enough, and grtit 
enough, to deserve the humblesG at- 
tendances, the kindest friendships^ the 
tenderest offices^ Ite can poaibly show 
thtm. ='% . .; . 



He is so far now from wanting a- 
^reeable company, that he thinks there 
M no better conversation in the world 
dum to be talking with poof and mean 
fec^de about the kingdom of heaven. 
- All these noble thoughts and divine 
sentiments are the efiGxts of his great 
devotions ; he presents every one so 
often before God in his prayers, that 
he never thinks he can esteem^ feverenciy 
or serve those enough, for whom he 
implores so many mercies from God. 

He is mightily affected with this 
passage of holy scripture, the effectual;^ 
fkrveni prayer of a rigbteotu man avail* 
fib much 9 Jam. v. 16. 

This makes him practise all the arts 
of holy living, and aspire after every 
instance of piety and righteousness^ 
diat his prayers for flock may have their 
fall .force, and avail much with God. 

For tlids reason he has sold a small 
estate that he had,^ and has erected tit 
tharitaUe retirement for antient poor 
people, to live in prayer and piMy; 
that his przyetSf being aa^oaXfidiV} ^s^dc^ 
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4 . ^Ir^f 'Wf^^^fr^ ^^^W^""^^ ^^^^l*5» ^^^^^^^^^T^i^^^^^^^ ^ni^^ 

^M^Abimkcb >cc!NDbQenung «4^4JiiH^ 

fnyjerv0fii Job JbiJl pray for yiAi p0i 

r... From.thesft f iiitsages li$rjii9(lgf«j^ 
dwioi^ tiiit.tiic {iriyca of ^iin^^ijP^ 

i:Yf)Ower with God; that be gramts^^t 
other people such . blessings, . thi^u^ 
tlieir prayers, as would not be gran&K 
to men of- less piety. This /inajke 
him e!xceeding studious. of christiiu 
perfection, i fearing after, every 21:90 
and holy tecnpcr Jearful of every «»: 
and defect in his Jxfe, least his.pray^ 
for his^flock should be leas availing witl 
<iod. : . ,,;- 

This itnakes Wbox careful :o£ ever 
tefnpeK of Ijis herjLit, ^ivc <7Ai?x of .all^ha 
Jie.hathy.«itoi*ch>-^iD^^ l^rt^ ^nifartiS 
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and live according to the strictest rulc^ 
of temperance^ meekness and humility^ 
that he may be in some degree Uke an 
Mraham or a Joby in his parish, and 
make such prayers for them as God 
#i]| hear and accept. 
• These are' the happy effects which a 
iievmt intercession hsith produced in his 
fife. 

And if other people in their several 
stations, were to imitate this example, 
in such a manner as suited their parti* 
cular state of life, they would certainly 
find the same happy effects from it. 

If masters J for instance, were thus to 
remember their servants in their pray- 
ers, beseeching God to bless them, and 
suiting their petitions to the particular 
wants and necessities of their servants ; 
letting no day pass, without a full per- 
formance of this part of devotion ; the 
benefit would be as great to themselves 
as to their servants. 

No way so likely as this, to inspire 
them with a true sense of that power 
which thqy haveVTVl\v€vt\NMA^v^\sxSi&s. 
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them delight in doing good, and be- 
come exemplary in all the parts of a 
wise and good master. 

The presenting their servants so of- 
ten before God, as equally related' tt» 
God, entitled to the same heaven as 
themselves, would incline them to 
treat them not only with such bumMh 
fy as htcxmt fellow-creatures ^ but with 
such tenderness^ care^ and generosity j as 
became fellow heirs of the same ^ory* 
This devotion would make masters in- 
dined to every thing that was good 
towards their servants; watchful of 
their behaviour, and as ready to re- 
quire of them an exact observance of 
the duties of Christianity as of the du- 
ties of their service. 

This would teach them to consider 
their servants as God's servants, to de- 
sire their happiness, to do nothing be- 
fore them that might corrupt their 
minds to impose no business upon them 
that should lessen their sense of reli- 
gion, or hindex thatxv feora their full 
share of dcyot\oi>^>ao\>Jv\j\Mive-MA^\v 
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fate. This praying for them, would 
make them as glad to see their servants 
eminent in piety as themselves, and 
dontrive tjiat they should have all op- 
portunities and encouragements, /both 
to know and perform all the duties of 
the christian life. 4 

How natural would it be for Inch a 
master, to perform every part of iami* 
ly devotion ; to have constant {Mayers; 
to excuse no one's absence from them ; 
to have the scriptures, and books of 
piety, often read amongst his servants ; 
\o take all opportunities of insthurting 
4iem, of ^raising their minds to God, 
%ti(^ teaching them to do all their busi« 
ness, as a service to God,* and upon 
the hope and expectations of another 
life?. 

How natural would it be for such a 
one to pity their weakness and igno- 
rance, to bear with the dulness of their 
understandings, or the perverseness of 
their tempers ; to reprove them with 
tenderness, exhort them with affection 

K 2 






• ■■ • ■ 








f» hojIjiiiuiP God woalAyl«Mi» 

pnydrifori^m? ' vr^tM iraA 

^ Jixm impossibte v would k te 4bi * 

mscccj tkat thiis interoeded irilh 

servants^ to use vtsf 

lings tomx6i Aitmi 

them as dieg^i aiid mUkiii^^ 

them piily as ii^diM^tim 

^ lU^devotion woald gAre t 
tlite8{Ml|t, and msdce them^ 
iiiTOF«i nake pr qi ^r^^fS tiu m v iaff^mnA 
kindiMn^. and ottMLlMH io^tbxMj^4lhA 
bad qprat their strengtii and timeiflf 
servioe and attendance vfcm Aenu *a 
Now higetilefnen thinlc it too low^ 
employment to exercise such a depoticni 
as this for their servants, let them^rdn- 
sider how far they are from the i^iiiit 
of Christ, who made himself not unly 
an intercessor, but l saoifice ibr tm 
whole race of sinful maxk :i^ 

Let them comjider how f&iaeralk 
their greatness would be$ if the 40ii%iif 
CMstoiiMtbiAk^Mtfi»^ ^ 
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to ||ray for them, as they do to pray for 
their fellow creatures. 

Let them eon^der how far they are 
from that spirit uihich prays for its 
most uhjust enemjl^ if they have-not 
kindness enougb'to )|ray for those, by 
whose labours and seiv^ice they live in 
ease theniselvq|r \ 

Again : if rarents should thus make 
themselves Advocates and Intercessors 
with God for their chikiren, constant- 
ly applying to heaven in behalf of them, 
nothing would be more likely, not on- 
ly to bless their children, but also to 
dispose their own min^ to the perfor- 
mance of every tiling: that was excel- 
lent and praise-worthy. 

I do not suppose, but that the gene- 
rality of parents remember their chil- 
dren in their prayers. But the thing 
here intended is not a general remem- 
brance of them, but a regular method 
of recommending all their particular 
needs unto God; and of praying for eve- 
ty such particular grace and virtue for 



^ 
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tlieui as their slate and cetidilion of ^ife 
sliall seem to lequire. 

The state, of parents it a holy state, 
in some degree lil^tliat of the nriest- 
Ivood, and calls up(m\hem to bless thcir> 
children with theit pfayers and saciv 
f!|es to God. yhua. i^ was that holy, . 
yhl) watched ov^, andbiessed hischu*. 
drcn, he sanctified ihem, he rose up ear- 
ly ill the morning'i and offered iftrni-ofer- ■ 
ings, according it the number «/ them all^ 
Job i. 5. 

If parents tlierefore, . considering 
thaiasclvcs In this light, should be daily 
c^ing upon God, in a solemn deliberate , 
manner, altering ^nd extending their^n/ 
terce^ons, as the-«tate and g]:owtit,<dj 
thar children required, such devotion . 
would have a mighty influence .i^ft< 
the rest of their lives ; it would mak^^ 
them very circumspect in tlie gonro- 
' tnent of themselves ; pnfdent and <3t%^ 
fill of every thing they said or ,d|j4t 
lest their, example should hinder yg/tt^ 

tb^ prayen. , ^-. -*,- 
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If a father was daily making parti* 
cular prayers to God^ that he would 
jitatse to inspire his cUldren with true 
|tiety, great humility, and strict tem- 
perance, what could be more likely to 
fiiake the father himself become exem- 
plary in these virtues ? How naturally 
woidd he grow ashamed of wanting 
such virtues as he thought necessary 
for his children ? So that his prayers 
far their piety, would be a certain 
means of exalting his own. 
* If a father thus considered himself 
as an intercessor with God for his chil- 
dren, to bless them with his prayers, 
how would such thoughts make liim 
avoid every thing that -was displeasing 
to God, lest when he prayed for hb 
children, God should rgect his pray- 
ers? 

How tenderly, how religiously 
would such a father converse with hi»^ 
children, whom he considered as his 
Uttlc spiritual flock, whose virtues he 
was to form by his example, encou- 
nge by Ins authotitY) Tvaawfici \s^NS». 
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counsel, and prosper by his ptaycrs t6 
God for them? 

How fearful would he be of all un-' 
just ways of raising their fortune, of * 
bringing them up in pride and indul- 
gence, or of malung them too fond of 
the world, lest he should thereby rcn*-' 
der them incapable of those graces' 
which he was so often beseeching God* 
to grant them ? 

Lastly y If all people, when they fed 
the first approaches of resentment j envyi 
or contempt y towards others ; or if m 
all little disagreements and misunder- 
standings whatever, they should, in- 
stead or indulging their minds with 
little, low reflections, have recourse at 
such times to a more particular inter- 
cession with God, for such persons as 
had raised their envy, resentment, or 
discontent : this would be a certain 
way to prevent the growth of all un- 
charitable tempers. 

If you was also to form your prayer 
at that time to tSaa ^^-axs&x. d^ec of 
eontrarkty to tlaat travjict ^\a.^^^ww 
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was then in, it would -be an excellent 
means of mending your heart. 

As for instance : when at any time 
you find in your heart motions oienvy 
towards any person, whether on ac- 
count of his riches^ power^ reputation^ 
learnings ov advancement^ if you should 
immediately pray to God to bless and 
prosper him in that very thing which 
raised your envy ; if you should repeat 
your petitions in the strongest terms, 
beseeching God to grant him all the 
happiness from the enjoyment of it 
that can possibly be received, you 
would soon find it to be the best anti- 
dote in the world, to expel the venom 
of that passion. 

Again : If in any little difference or 
misunderstandings that you have hap- 
pened to have at any time with a nia- 
iiouy a 7icighbour^ or any one else, you 
should then pray for them in a more 
extraordinary manner than you ever did 
before, bcseccliing God to give them 
every grace and blessing you can think 
pf, you would taka tiv^s^^^^'^^^«>^^ 
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thod of reconciling all differences, 
clearing up all misunderstandings, 
would then think nothing too gres 
befor^en, stay for no condescensi 
need no mediation of a third per 
but be glad to testify your love 
good will to him, who had so hi] 
place in your secret prayers. 

This would remove all peevish 
sions, soften your heart into the t 
tender condescensions, and be the 
arbitrator of all differences that hapj 
ed betwixt you and any of youi 
quaintance. 

The greatest resentments amoi 
friends and neighbours often arise £i 
poor punctialiosy and litt/e mistakes 
conduct. A certain sign that tl 
friendship is merely human^ not fou 
ed upon religious considerations, 
supported by such a course of mut 
prayer for one another as the first Ch 
tians used. 

For such devotion must necessai 
cixhtY destroy such tempers, or be it 
^iestroyed by thevcv. 
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- Hence we may also learn, the txiious 
Aature and exceeding guilt of all ipite, 
hatred i coniempt and angry passions. 

They arenot to be considered as de- 
fects in good'Oature and sweetjiest of 
temper, not as failings in civility or good 
Breeding, but as such hose tempers as are 
entirely inconsistant with the charity 
of intercesubn. 

You think it a small matter to h&pee^ 
with or illnaturedto such or such a manj 
but you should consider, whether it be 
a small matter to do that, which you 
could not do, if you had but so much 
charity as to be able to recommend him 
to God in your prayers. 

You think it a small matter Xoridicule 
one man, and despise another ; but you 
should consider, whether it be a small 
matter to want .that cliarity towardd 
these people which Christians are not 
allowed to want towards their most in- 
veterate enemies. 

For, be but as charitable to these 
men,' do but bless and pray for. them, 
as you arc obliged \o \:ik^ ixA ■'p's^ 
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^Oooto'yflife mtt nm «ath dbe Jiiuftj 
of his knre aad fiwoiUE^ wlmn iFCti db* 
sire sicn to treatas wcrdiy.of tKdf ^o^ 

' But t6 ntum : wtiteemm j$ jK>t OP- 
iv fke best arfaknrtor of aad]&l«^ 
ue best promoter of tnir McnAiHlPf 
the best cuK and pK»elrvatiire iagi^^ 
aH iMddnd tewpcesy-sJIaamy indtiiigh>> 
ty (»ssions^ bat is alio er gteat^iMe^to 
iUscbver tot»ctie'ttM$aaiiifcof€iir<Mrn 
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There are many tempers wiiich we 
tiiink Unuftd and innocent^ ^nUch we 
never suspect ctf any harm; wliidi, if 
they wtre tobe tried by tlusdevotion^ 
^tronld soon show us how we have de- 
ceived ourselves. 

These few reflections sufficiently 
«how uSy that the diflferent conditions 
<^ tlu^ life have nothing in them to 
-txcite our uneasy passicms, nothing 
that can "reasonabty interrupt our love 
and a&ction to one another. 

To proceed now to another motive 
to this universal kive. 
:-• Our power of doing external acts of 
love and goodness, is often very nar- 
row and restrained. There are, it 
may be, biit few people to whom we 
can contribute any worldly relief. 

But though our outward means of 
dmng good ate often dius limited, yet, 
if our hearts are but fidl of love, we 
get, as it were, an infinite power ; be- 
cause God will attribute to us those 
good works, those acxs q£ \ks^^ N^Vssic^ 
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*wc would have performed, liad itC 
iu our power. 

You cannot heal all tJic sick, rel 
all tlie fBQr : you cannot comfort a 
dutresjy nor be a father to all th( 
therless. You cannot, it may be, i 
ver many from their misfortunes 
teach them to find comfort in Go* 
But if there is a love in your ht 
that excites you to do all that you < 
if your Icwe has no houndi^ but a 
nually wishet and frays for the r 
of all that are in distress, you wil 
received by God as a benefactoi 
those, who had nothing from 
but your ^ood wil/f and tender a 
tions., ■,, ..',;.; . 

You txnnot.\)iiu3A4fiit;f/talt Sq^ 
incurable; but i£ yoa Jnnia ^.snu H 
with those tint id^j.iljraUAf^ a^ 
' to these great inynd^ .^nuplrTfy^ j 
r^oioe in -thor emioatf ffjrjtWMf V, 
will be received by Gad j»,jfcd||IW 
such worloi (U-^tl«ugh;i^^.jai^iit 
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This consideration surely is sufficient 
to make us look to, and watch over 
our hearts with all diligence ; to study 
the improvement of our inward tem- 
pers^ and asjMre after tlie height of 
a loving charitable, and' benevolent 
mind. 

And, on the other hanfd, wc may 
hence learn the gi ^ evil of envy^ sprtCy 
hatred^ and ill-will. For if the good- 
ness of our hearts will entitle us to the 
reward of good actions, which we ne- 
ver performed; it is certain that the 
badness of our hearts, wiU bring'us un- 
der the guilt of actions that wc have ne- 
ver committed. 

Since therefore our hearts, which 
are always naked and open to the eyes 
of God, give such an exceeding extent 
and increase, either to our virtues or 
vices, it is our greatest business to 
govern the motions of our hearts, to 
correct and improve the inward state 
of our souls. 

These reasons sufEciently show, that 



-■:-. ■ ■ ■ 2J6: 
np. Wfr u holf or njU^^^we^tiH. it-^o 

comes univertal. ■ ' --ri 

For if religion requires me tokHre 
all persons as God's creatures, tii»t.teN7 
long to him, that bear his image, vqOfx 
• his protection, and make parts laf-luit 
•■■ family and household : if these ^XEc Adj 
great reasons, why I should live in lonwi 
and friendship with any one raEip;Jm> 
the world, they are the same gre^ircs^^ 
sons why I should live in lovc-' jmtlti 
friendship with every man in theWOrid^I 
and co^aequcntiy, 1 ofiend .i^aiast 4di'^ 
there reasons, whenever I want-love to-.- 
wards any one man. The sin therefore- 
of hating or despising any one man, is 
tike the sin of hating all God's creation; 
and the necessity of loving any one 
man, is the same necessity of loving; ■. 
every man in the world. And thougK - 
many people may, appear to us ever 30-:* 
sinfiU, odious, or^extravagant in thdr 
conduct, we must never look upon that 
as the least motive for any contempt or; . 
disregard of them ■, AwX-Voot-AVSon them 
with the greater comvassiciu, ia \i^a»!^ 
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in the most pitiable condition that can 
be. 

As it was the sing of the world, that 
- made the Son of God become a compas- 
sionate sujlering advocate for all men; 
90 no one is of the spirit of Christ, but he 
that has the titmoit compassion for sin- 
ners. And you have never less reason 
to be pleased witli yourself, than when 
you find yourself most offended at the 
behaviour of others. All sin is certain- 
ly to be hated ; but then, we must set 
ourselves against sin as we do against 
lirkness and diseases, by showing our- 
selves tender and compassionate to the 
sick and diseased. 

All other hatred of sin, which does 
not fill the heart with the softest', ien- 
deresi affections towards persons mise- 
rable in it, is the servant of sin at the 
same time that it seems to be hating it. 

And there is no temper which even 
good men ought more carefully to 
guard against than this. For it is a tem- 
per that lurks under the cover of many 
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virtues, and by being unsuspected does 

the more mischief. 

A man naturally fancies, that it is 
his own love of virtue that makes him 
not able to bear with those that want 
it ; and when he abhors one man, des*' 
pises another, and cannot bear the name 
of a third, he supposes it all to be a proof 
of his own high sense of virtue, zndjiut 
hatred of sin. , 

And yet one would think that a man 
needed no other cure for this temper, 
than this one reflection : 

That if this had been the spirit of the 
son of God, if he had hated sin in this 
manner y there had been no redemption 
of the world : that if God had hated 
sinners in this manner, the world itself 
had ceased long ago. 

This therefore we may take for a 
certain rule, that the more we partake 
of the divine nature, and the higher 
our sense of virtue is, the more we 
shall compassionate those that want it* 
The sight of sudcv ij^o^U 'mil then, in- 
stc2id of raisuv^ Viv m's* ^^V'xa'^c&i ^^^- 
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tempt, or peevish indignation towards 
them, fill us with such bowels of com- 
passion^ as when we see the miseries of 
an hospital. 

That the follies therefore, crimes, 
and ill behaviour of our fellow crea- 
tui*es, may not lessen that love and 
tenderness which we are to have for 
all mankind, we should often consider 
the reasons on which this duty of love 
is founded. 

Now we are to love our neighbour, 
that is, all mankind, not because they 
are wise, holy, virtuous, or well be- 
liav<?d, for all mankind neither ever 
was, nor ever will be so ; therefore it 
is certain, that the reason of our being 
obliged to love them, cannot be found- 
ed in their virtue. 

Again, if their goodness were the 
reason of our being obliged to love peo- 
ple, we should have no rules to proceed 
by ; because though some people's vir- 
tues or vices are very notorious, yet 
generally speaking, \vc 'm:q, V>jvi5L x^v\ 



poor judges of the virtue of other Jjeo* 
pie. 

Thirdly, We arc sure that the virtue 
of persons, is not the reason of our be- 
ing obliged to love them, because we 
are commanded to pay the highest iii>* 
Stances of love to our greatest enemies ; 
we are to love and bless, and pray ft* 
those that most injuriously treat us. 
This therefore is a demonstration, that 
the merit of persons is not the reascrti 
on which obligation to love them is 
founded. 

t«t us ferther consider what that 
love is which we ewe to our nrieh^iour ; 
it is to \tsvt him as ourftelVes, uaLi ^ to 
have all th6ie sentimentB towtttb 'hiin, 
which we have towards Qurs^Ttit; io 
wish him everr thing tiiat we truty laSt^- 
JTiUy yn^ to ourselves; td be j^ul of 
every good,aild umy ftw cvtfy ^ that 
happens to him; addto be na^to do 
him all such acts of kiiidiieS3,as we aire 
alwa.js readf to do ounelves. 

TBis loy<! t^tetrf<rte,ia^ wjbiVJifibB. 
thing else but »\oNeol\K»*:i*3«aKfc^ 
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it requires nothing of us^ but such 
good wishes, tender a&ctions, and such 
acts of kindness^ as we show to our- 
sdves. 

Tou will perhaps ask, if you are not 
to have- a particular esteem and reverence 
£at good. men ? It is answered, yes ; 
but then, this esteem is very different 
fh)m that love of benevolence which we 
owe to our neighbour. 

The esteem which you have for a 
man of eminent piety, is no act of cha- 
rity to him. 

We do not love virtue, as any thing 
that wants our good wishes^ but as some- 
thing that is our proper good. 

This distinction betwixt love of be- 
nevolence, and esteem or veneration, is 
very plain and obvious. And you may 
perhaps still better see the plainness and 
necessity of it by this followinginstance. 

" No man is to have a high esteem or 
honour for his own accomplishments or 
behaviour ; yet every man is to love 
himself, that is, to wish well to himself: 
therefore this distinction betwixt love 
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and esteenij is not only pUill, but very ' 
necessary to be observed." . 

Again, if you think it hardly posable 
to dislike the actions of unreasonable , 
ineii,andyct have a true love for them, 
consider this with relation to yourself. 

It is ver)- possible, I hope, for you 
not only to dislike, but to detest and ab~ 
hor a great many of your own past ac- 
tions. But do you lose any of those 
tender sentiments towards yourself, 
which you used to have ? Do you (hen 
cease to wish well to yourself? Is net 
the love ofyourselfas strong then as at 
any other time ? 

Now what is thus powibfewith rela^ 
tion to tnmcJves, is in the ioine itiin- 
ner posnUewi^Tdation tootbenrve 
may have the biffhest good viUks to^ 
wards thera, destring fer theih «very 
p)od that yvc desire for oundvei^ and 
at the same tirae di^la thrir wayirfUfc. ■ 

To condude, all that love whidit Wt' 
may jost^ have for oondres, we ftse in 
//ncZ/W/ff oUige(lt^exerdsC:toward!i' - 
a/I otW siea^ wiAi>«:e- «Ben&. ^qg^asfc:. 
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the great law of our nature, when our 
tempera towards others are (Merent 
from those which we have towards 
ourselves^ 

Now that <^-/fnv which is just and 
Ttatonable^ keqis us constantly tender, 
compassionate, and Koell'-a^ctedtOvn.rds 
oursalvest If therefars you do not fed 
these Idnd dispositions towards all other 
people, you may be assured, that you 
are not in that state of charityi whidi is 
the veiy life and soul of christian piety. 

You know how it hurts you, to be 
the jeit and ridicule of other people ; 
how it grieves you to be robbed of your 
reputation, and deprived of the &voura- 
ble (pinion of your neighbours: if there- 
fore you expose others to scorn and con- 
tempt in any degree ; if it pleases you 
to sec or hear of their frailties and in- 
firmitiet ; or if you are only loib to con- 
ceal their faults, you are so far from 
loving such people as yourself, that you 
may be justly supposed to have as much 
hatred for them^ as you luvt fawe. fet 
/oui:seIf. For such tcro^et* «s. ■aa.'cc^' 
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the prapdr fruits of hatred^ as tEecon^ 
trary tempers are the proper fruits of 
love. 

And as it is a certain sign that you 
love yourself, because you are tender o£ 
every thing that concerns you ; so it is 
as certain a sign that you hate your 
hd^bour, when yon are pleased with, 
any thing that hurts him- 

Lest any one should think, that the 
deep impressions of reUgion and a fu- 
ture st2tte are only made upon ignorant 
people of rude and weak minds,, we 
win here consider two instances of meti 
of the greatest repute for wisdom and 
knowledge in their times ; and that 
we may be sure of the matter of fact,, 
we will take these two first examples- 
oy t of the sacred records. 

The first is that of Balaam, the most 
knowing man in the east, esteemed as 
much in Mesopotamia, as Trismegistus 
in Egypt, or Zoroaster in Persia ; that 
is, highly magnified, or rather indeed, 
perfectly adoted\3^ v\\t, ^xxs^^-s Tjeople 
of those times, a» l\ie y^oXil'mv^'^^^^^^ 
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«of Idng Balak to him serves to demonp 
strate.* . ^^ I wot/' said he to Balaam^ 
^^ That he whom thou blesselh b bles- 
sed ; and that he whom thou curseth is 

cursed*" 

Yet this famous conjurer, who 
wanted no inclination to comply with 
the demands of the king and princes 
of Midian, was forced to bless the peo- 
ple of God^ whom he was called to 
curse ; and to own tha;t religion which 
hf. was hired to defy : and though he 
was sure that he should disoblige and 
afiront the king and his princes by what 
he said, and lose the honours and 
riches which they ofiered, and he covet- 
ed ; yet in the presence of them all, he 
took up his parable, and said, '^ Balak 
the king of Moab hath brought me 
from Aram out of the mountains of 
the East I saying Oirse me Jacob, and 
come defy Israd. How shall I curse 
whom God hath not cursed ? Or how 
shall I defy whom the Lord hath not 
defyedf For from the top of the rocks 
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I see liim. Who can count the dust 
of Jacob, and the number of the fourtlf 
part of Israel ? Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and my last end be 
like his." As much as to say, religion 
is the wisdom and happiness of men ; 
These men have the true religion, and 
the true God is on their side : and it 
is beyond the power of men or devils 
to make them miserable, whilst they 
maintain their integrity. 

1-he second instance is that of the 
most knowing man in the world,* So* 
lomon, to whom " God gave wisdom 
and understanding exceeding much, 
and largeness of heart, even as the 
sand that is on the sea-shore. And 
Solomon's wisdom excelled the wis* 
dom of ail the children of the East 
country, and all the wisdom of Egypt ; 
for he was wiser than all men: than 
Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and 
Chacol, and Darda the son of Mahol ; 
and his fame was in aH nations round 
abouty he sp^c three thousand pro- 
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verbs, and his songs were a thousand 
and five ; and of the trees, from the 
cedar trees that are in Lebanon, even 
to hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall ; he spake also of fowls, of beasts', 
of creeping things, and of fishes. And 
there came of all people of the earth to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all 
the kings of the earth which had 
heard of hLs wisdom." 

This prince bdng the most experi- 
enced for enquiry, the most wise for 
contrivance, the most wealthy for com- 
passing in all the satisfaction that can 
be had in the things of the world, after 
many sifting, for he tells us in his book 
of Ecclesiastes, which is his book of re- 
pentance, chap. ii. ver. 1. " Isaid in my 
heart, go to now, I will prove thee with 
mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure j" 
therefore ch^. i. ver. a7, " I gave my 
heart to know wisdom, and to know 
madness and folly," what there was in 
learning, holiness, pleasure, peace, plen- 
ty, magnificent entertainments, foreign 
fUpplies,royaI visits,noUe confederacies. 
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variety and abundance of sumpti 
provisions and delicate diet, statdy^ 
nces, and rich vineyards, orchards^^ 
ponds, and woods, numerous ii 
dance, vast treasures, of which he 
the most free, undisturbed, and un 
ted enjoyment ; for he saith, ** he v 
held^ not his heart from any joy ;" j 
several years, not only sensual but 
tical fruitiop, to find out as he s< 
*' that good which God hath given : 
under the sun j** after he had'even 
tured nature to extract the most ex 
site spirits, and quintessence, whicb 
varieties of the creature, the lust ol 
eye, and the pride of life afford ;" at 
pronounced them all vanity and v 
tion of spirit, and leaves thisinstruc 
behind, for late posterities. 

** Let us hear the conclusion of 
whole matter, fear God, and keep 
commandments : for this is the w] 
duty of man.t For God will bi 
every work into judgment, with e\ 
secret thing, wnct^ver \x. >o^ ^g:MX 
whether it be cvW:" O m^ x^e^^xX ^ 
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not cheaper believing this, than to lose 
a brave life, wherein a man canpot err 
twice in the sad trial ; and at last vdth 
tears and groans own this condusioi^ ? 

Let us come now to such other re- 
cords as we have next the scripture ; 
waving the uncertain Cabala, and the 
fabulous Talmud of the Jews, who 
bring all men seriously to confess at 
last, that it had been their interest to 
be good at first ; in the famous words 
of the author of the book of wisdom, 
who represents them recanting thus,* 
" We fools counted their life madness, 
^nd their end to be without honour ; 
how arc they numbered among the 
children of God, and the lot is among 
the Saints ? We wearied ourselves in 
the ways of wickedness and destruc- 
tion. What hath pride profited us? 
Or, what good hath riches with our 
vaunting brought us ? 

All these are past away as theshadow, 
and as a post that hasteth by : but the 
souls of the righteous are in the hand of 
God. In the si^Vw. oi i^a^w^^^js^^^sn^^ 
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«eem to die, and their departureis 
ken, for misery, and thdr going fri 
us to be utter destruction : but tl 
are in peace. For though they be pi 
ished in the sight of men, yet is tfa 
hope full of immortality ; and havi 
been a little chastised, they are grea 
rewarded ; for God proved them, a 
found them worthy of himself." 

And now, I cannot but entreat t 
reader to do what becomes every pi 
dent person in a conceit of this ii 
portance; that is, to retire a while, ai 
to Ipply the aforesaid considerations 
his owif particular case ; and to say, 1 
way of scrutiny within himself, ho 
hayc I lived ? have I embraced or sligh 
ed the laws of religion ? Are my wai 
and dispositions pious or impious ? Ai 
I in a blessed or in a cursed state ? Ho^ 
little time have I to live, and how soo 
will my case be remediless ? 

And to make these impressions tb 

more lively and lasting ; place youi 

sdf in your meditations, as the provi 

dencc of God ivilll soon ^\i^w ^^\^,^ 
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is, on your death-bed. Look on yourself 
as just parting with all things that your 
eyes ever yet saw, and going before the 
judgment-seat of a holy and all-know- 
ing God : and now tell me, what you 
think of religion and prophaneness ? Is 
it wisdom or madness to part with the 
fevour and kingdom of God for the un- 
lawful gains and pleasures of this perish - 
ing world ? 

Consider then, there is an absolute 
rcv^cssity of being good and holy : all 
that ever lived or snail live otherwise, 
are and will be utterly imdone fore- 
ver : aqd all are convinced sooner or la- 
cr. IWlrer did any one suppress the 
sense pf his duty to enjoy his pleasures, 
but at length the sense of his guilt em- 
bittered the taste of his pleasures. 

Read all the lives of men and women 
that are upon record, and go to the 
death-beds of such as see themselves ap- 
proaching to another world. Listen to 
their words, when the physician tells 
them there is nothing in view but a 
.5pecdy separation oi ^o>^ •^sn&.\3k^4c\\ 
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uul when the minkter remiflds them, 
that nothing can now comfort them 
but the evidencest)f a* " new birth, be- 
ing begotten azain unto a lively hope/' 
Here me faitlmil christian has ground 
to sayt, ^^ I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith ; henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of rig^hteousness.t I de- 
sire to depart, and to be with .Christ ; 
who is my life, my hope, and my por- 
tion for ever/' And in this season, in 
which nature itself fails ; some cry out 
as one I once knew, I fed such joy as I 
<annot express." 

• 1 Pet. i. 3. t 2. Tim. iv. 7- a t rffel. i. 23. 

%* From the information the Editor has 
obtained, since this work went to press, he re- 
ceives the Rev. Woodward, as the author of 
this valuable work. 
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